
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio and Police Commissioner William Bratton during a New York City Police Academy graduation ceremony at Madison Square Garden in 
New York, Dec. 29, 2014. Two days after police officers turned their backs on de Blasio while he spoke at a murdered officer’s funeral, a scattering of boos and jeers 
greeted the mayor on Monday as he addressed the ceremony for the fall class of 884 cadets. 

(Richard Perry/The New York Times) 
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Search area expanded in hunt for AirAsia plane 


TRISNADI MARJAN 
MARGIE MASON 
Associated Press 
SURABAYA, Indonesia (AP) 
— More planes will be in 
the air and more ships on 
the sea Tuesday hunting 
for AirAsia Flight 8501 in a 
widening search off Indo¬ 
nesia that has dragged 
into a third day without 
any solid leads. 

At least 30 ships, 15 air¬ 
craft and seven helicop¬ 
ters were looking for the jet 
carrying 162 people, said 
Indonesia's Search and 
Rescue Agency chief Hen¬ 
ry Bambang Soelistyo. Most 
of the craft were Indone¬ 
sian but Singapore, Malay¬ 
sia and Australia contrib¬ 
uted to the effort. Aircraft 
from Thailand planned to 
join Tuesday’s search. 

He said the search area 
would be expanded 
to land areas, with four 
military helicopters dis¬ 
patched just after sunrise 
near Pangkalan Bun on the 
western part of Borneo is¬ 
land and to smaller islands 
of Bangka and Belitung. 
“Until now, we have not yet 
found any signal or indica¬ 
tion of the plane's where¬ 
abouts," Soelistyo told The 


Associated Press, adding 
fishermen from Belitung is¬ 
land were also helping. 

The U.S. Navy is also join¬ 
ing the search. It said in 


a statement that the USS 
Sampson, a destroyer, 
which was already on an 
independent deployment 
in the Western Pacific, and 


will arrive in fhe area lafer 
Tuesday. 

The longer the search 
goes without turning up 
any wreckage or hint of 


what happened to plane, 
the more the incident will 
evoke memories of the still- 
unexplained disappear¬ 
ance of Malaysia Airlines 


Flight 370 in March. 

The AirAsia pilots had been 
worried about the weather 
and had sought permission 
to climb above threaten- 


(AP Photo/Dita Alangkara) 

ing clouds. Air traffic con¬ 
trol couldn’t say yes im¬ 
mediately — there was 
no room. Six other airliners 
were crowding the air¬ 


space, forcing Flight 8501 
to remain at a lower alti¬ 
tude. 

Minutes later, the jet was 
gone from the radar with¬ 
out issuing a distress sig¬ 
nal. The plane is believed 
to have crashed into In¬ 
donesia’s Java Sea, but 
broad aerial surveys so far 
have turned up no firm evi¬ 
dence of the missing Air¬ 
bus A320-200. On Monday, 
searchers spotted two oily 
patches and floating ob¬ 
jects in separate locations, 
but it was not known any of 
it was related to the plane 
that vanished Sunday half¬ 
way into what should have 
been a two-hour hop from 
Surabaya, Indonesia, to 
Singapore. The area is a 
busy shipping lane. Of¬ 
ficials saw liffle reason fo 
believe the flight met any¬ 
thing but a grim fate. 

Based on the plane's last 
known coordinates, the 
aircraft probably crashed 
into the water and “is at 
the bottom of the sea,” 
Indonesia search-and-res- 
cue chief Henry Bambang 
Soelistyo said. Still, search¬ 
ers planned to expand 
their efforts onto land on 
Tuesday .□ 



Crew of Indonesian Air Force C-130 airplane of the 31st Air Squadron scan the horizon during a 
search operation for the missing AirAsia flight 8501 jetliner over the waters of Karimata Strait in 
Indonesia, Monday, Dec. 29, 2014. Search planes and ships from several countries on Monday 
were scouring Indonesian waters over which the AirAsia jet disappeared, more than a day into 
the region’s latest aviation mystery. Flight 8501 vanished Sunday in airspace thick with storm 
clouds on its way from Surabaya, Indonesia, to Singapore. 
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De Blasio Addresses New York Police Academy Graduates 


ANDY NEWMAN 
J. DAVID GOODMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Two days af¬ 
ter scores of police offi¬ 
cers turned their backs on 
Mayor Bill de Blasio as he 
spoke at a murdered offi¬ 
cer’s funeral, a scattering 
of boos and jeers greeted 
the mayor Monday as he 
addressed another Police 
Department event: the 
graduation ceremony for 
the fall class of 884 new of¬ 
ficers. 

And once again, de Blasio 
found himself speaking to 
turned backs: A half-dozen 
or so audience members 
at Madison Square Gar¬ 
den - out of thousands - 
faced away from him as 
he spoke, just as officers 
did outside Officer Rafael 
Ramos’ funeral Saturday, 
and at the Brooklyn hospi¬ 
tal where the officer died 
the week before. Several 
of those who turned away 
appeared to be wearing 
uniforms. 

As the mayor forged on 
with his speech, thanking 
the recruits for making the 
“heroic choice” to be¬ 
come police officers, the 
crowd settled into silence. 
“It takes a special kind of 
person to put their lives on 
the line for others,” de Bla¬ 
sio said. “To stare down the 
danger, because that is 
what you will do.” 

But when he told the 
academy class that on the 
job, they would “confront 
problems that you didn’t 
create,” a heckler yelled 



New recruits bow their heads in honor of deceased officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu during 
a New York Police Academy graduation ceremony, Monday Dec. 29, 2014, at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. Nearly 1000 officers were sworn in as tensions between city hall and the 
NYPD continued following the Dec. 20 shooting deaths of officers Ramos and Liu. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo) 


out “You did!” and drew 
applause. 

De Blasio hammered one 
message over and over 
to the recruits, who wore 
badges ribboned in black 
in memory of two recently 
slain comrades: that ev¬ 
erything would be done to 
keep them and the police 
force they join safe from 
harm. 

“It’s our job to protect you,” 
he said. 


The mayor finished his 
speech to tepid applause 
and no audible boos. 

Some of the department 
has been in open revolt 
against the mayor over 
his comments and actions 
since a grand jury declined 
on Dec. 3 to charge the 
officer whose chokehold 
killed an unarmed black 
man, Eric Garner. 

De Blasio encouraged 
demonstrators who pro¬ 


tested the grand jury deci¬ 
sion, saying, “Anyone who 
believes in the values of this 
country should feel called 
to action right now.” And 
he said that he has often 
spoken to his biracial son 
about “dangers he may 
face" in interactions with 
police. 

In addition to the back- 
turning incidents, the main 
police union earlier this 
month distributed a flier to 


officers urging them to dis- 
invite the mayor from their 
funerals should they die in 
the line of duty. 

With de Blasio at odds with 
many officers, the police 
commissioner, William J. 
Bratton, has been thrust 
into the role of peacemak¬ 
er. On Sunday, he stood by 
de Blasio's comments on 
race relations - saying it is 
the “reality” that officers 
have to deal with. But Brat¬ 
ton said he understood the 
officers’ frustrations, even if 
he found it “inappropriate” 
to express them at the fu¬ 
neral of an officer slain on 
the job. 

Bratton also addressed the 
graduates. 

“We are at a very difficult 
time in this country, in this 
city, and in this depart¬ 
ment,” he conceded. 

But he added, “You have 
the opportunity with that 
badge on your chest to do 
extraordinary things.” 

De Blasio is arranging 
meetings with five unions 
representing officers of 
nearly all ranks. He has 
faced the sharpest criti¬ 
cism from the head of the 
union for patrol officers, 
Patrick J. Lynch, who along 
with other officers turned 
his back on the mayor on 
Dec. 20 after Ramos and 
his patrol partner, Wenjian 
Liu, were shot dead in their 
marked car. 

That night. Lynch said that 
responsibility for the offi¬ 
cers' deaths - “the blood 
on the hands" - started at 
the office of the mayor.O 
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2 gunmen open 
fire on police car 
in Los Angeles 

TAMI ABDOLLAH 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Two 

men opened fire on a po¬ 
lice car patrolling a tough 
part of Los Angeles, but the 
two officers inside were not 
injured and one was able 
to shoot back, authorities 
said Monday. One of the 
suspects was later arrest¬ 
ed and the other is on the 
loose. 

The shooting occurred amid 
heightened tensions over 
attacks on police elsewhere 
in the country after grand 
juries declined to indict 
white officers in fhe killings 
of unarmed black men. 
Police have not yet deter¬ 
mined a motive for the Sun¬ 
day night shooting in South 
Los Angeles — an area 
plagued by gang violence 
— but said there were no 
indications it was linked to 
other attacks on police in 
the country. 

“It was a complete unpro¬ 
voked attack,” LAPD Dep¬ 
uty Chief Bob Green said 
initially. “They were just driv¬ 
ing on the street, and some¬ 
body struck out and tried to 
kill two policemen.” 
However, Green later said 
police also were looking 
into whether the officers 
might have driven into an 
ongoing incident and were 
inadvertently fired at. 

“Last night the initial assess¬ 
ment, based on the reaction 
of officers and the adrena¬ 
line factor, was they were 
getting ambushed, but, you 
know, things change and 
it takes a lot to investigate 
this,” Green said.Q 


Obama warns GOP he plans to use veto pen 


JOSH LEDERMAN 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama is 
warning Republicans in 
Congress that he won't 
hesitate to use his veto 
power to turn back leg¬ 
islation that would undo 
changes he has made on 
health care and the envi¬ 
ronment. 

Since taking office in 2009, 
Obama has only vetoed 
legislation twice, both in 
fairly minor circumstances. 
But with Republicans set 
to take full control of Con¬ 
gress next year, Obama 
is losing his last bulwark 
against a barrage of bills 
he doesn’t like: the Sen¬ 
ate. 

“I haven’t used the veto 
pen very often since I’ve 
been in office,” Obama 
said in an NPR interview 
airing Monday. “Now, I 
suspect, there are going to 
be some times where I’ve 
got to pull that pen out.” 
He added: “I’m going to 
defend gains that we’ve 
made in health care. I’m 
going to defend gains that 
we’ve made on environ¬ 
ment and clean air and 
clean water.” 

Obama’s notice to the 
Republicans came as he 
sought to set the tone for 
a year in which Congress 
and the president are on 
a near-certain collision 
course. Buoyed by deci¬ 
sive gains in last month’s 
midterm elections, Repub¬ 
licans are itching to use 
their newfound Senate 
majority to derail Obama’s 


plans on immigration, cli¬ 
mate change and health 
care, to name a few. 

To overturn Obama’s veto. 
Republicans would need 
the votes of two-thirds of 
the House and Senate. 
Their majorities in both 


jority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell. 

“Bipartisan jobs bills will see 
the light of day and will 
make it to the President’s 
desk, and he’ll have to 
make decisions about ide¬ 
ology versus creating jobs 


Conversely, the likeliest 
points of friction surround 
Environmental Protection 
Agency regulations, the 
proposed Keystone XL 
pipeline from Canada to 
Texas and Obama’s unilat¬ 
eral steps on immigration. 



Surrounded by Secret Service Agents, President Barack Obama tosses a golf ball between his 
hands after finishing the 18th hole of a game of golf at Marine Corps Base Hawaii's Kaneohe 
Klipper Golf Course in Kaneohe, Hawaii during the Obama family vacation. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


chambers are not that 
large, so they would still 
need to persuade some 
Democrats to defy the 
president. 

But Obama said he was 
hopeful that at least on 
some issues, that won’t 
be necessary, because 
there’s overlap between 
his interests and those of 
congressional Republi¬ 
cans. On that point, at 
least, he’s in agreement 
with incoming Senate Mo¬ 


tor the middle class,” Mc¬ 
Connell said in response 
to Obama’s comments. 
“There’s a lot we can get 
done together if the presi¬ 
dent puts his famous pen 
to use signing bills rather 
than vetoing legislation his 
liberal allies don’t like.” 
Potential areas for coop¬ 
eration include tax reform 
and global trade deals — 
both issues where Obama 
and Republicans see at 
least partially eye to eye. 


which let millions of people 
in the U.S. illegally avoid 
deportation and get work 
permits. 

In the interview, recorded 
before Obama left Wash¬ 
ington earlier this month 
for his annual Hawaii vaca¬ 
tion, Obama also offered 
his most specific diagnosis 
to date of why Democrats 
fared so poorly in the mid¬ 
terms. He said he was “ob¬ 
viously frustrated” with the 
results.Q 
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US Financial Front: 

Why the US will power the world economy in 2015 



2015 Ford F-150 trucks are produced at the Dearborn Truck Plant 
in Dearborn, Mich. Six years after its financial system nearly sank 
and nearly that long since the recession ended, the United States 
seems poised to grow in 2015 at its fastest pace in a decade. Its 
growth from July through September - a 5 percent annual rate - 
was the swiftest for any quarter since 2003. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sancya) 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States is back, 
and ready to drive global 
growth in 2015. 

After long struggling to 
claw its way out of the 
Great Recession, the 
world’s biggest economy is 
on an extended win streak 
that is edging it closer to full 
health. But the new year 
doesn’t look quite so bright 
in other major countries. 
China is slowing as it tran¬ 
sitions from investment to 
consumption. Japan has 
slid into a recession. Russia 
appears headed for one. 
Europe is barely growing. 
And the U.S.? 

Six years after its financial 
system nearly sank and 
nearly that long since the 
recession ended, the Unit¬ 
ed States is expected to 
grow in 2015 at its fastest 
pace in a decade. Its ex¬ 
pansion from July through 
September — a 5 percent 
annual rate — was the 
swiftest for any quarter 
since 2003. 

That pace will likely ease 


a bit. Still, the economy is 
expected to expand 3.1 
percent next year, accord¬ 
ing to a survey by the Na¬ 
tional Association for Busi¬ 
ness Economics. It would 
be the first year of 3 per¬ 
cent growth since 2005. 

The acceleration of U.S. 


growth is a key reason the 
global economy is also ex¬ 
pected to grow faster, at 
about 3 percent, up from 
2.5 percent in 2014, ac¬ 
cording to economists at 
JPMorgan Chase and IHS 
Global Insight. 


US CONSUMERS 
In the United States, con¬ 
sumers are the main drivers 
of growth. And fortunes are 
looking up for more house¬ 
holds. Employers are on 
track to add the most jobs 
in 15 years in 2014. As a per¬ 
centage of income, Ameri¬ 
cans’ debt has dropped to 
2002 levels. 

In some ways, the U.S. 
economy actually benefits 
from slower growth abroad. 
Investors in search of safety 
have plowed money into 
Treasurys, thereby helping 
hold down inflation and 
U.S loan rates, including for 
mortgages. Lower rates, in 
turn, could fuel more home 
sales and construction next 
year. 

Stan Humphries, chief 
economist at Zillow, thinks 
Americans ages 25 to 34, 
stung by higher rents, will 
buy homes in greater num¬ 
bers by the end of 2015. 
Mortgage giants Fred¬ 
die Mac and Fannie Mae 
have relaxed their down 
payment requirements, 
which were a strain for 
younger would-be buy¬ 
ers. Humphries also thinks 
developers will build more 
lower-priced homes that 
millennial can afford. 
Some signs of hope over¬ 
seas have emerged. Fall¬ 
ing oil prices should benefit 
people in Europe, Japan 
and China, all of which 
import oil. And analysts ex¬ 
pect the European Central 
Bank to ramp up its stimulus 
efforts, possibly by buying 
government bonds. That 
step would inject more 
cash into the economy to 
boost lending and keep 
rates low. 

CHEAPER OIL 

Plunging oil prices are a 
big reason for the opti¬ 
mism. Prices have been 
cut roughly in half since 
summer. In some areas of 
the country, gasoline pric¬ 
es have slipped below $2 
a gallon. The drop, along 
with more fuel-efficient 
cars, will save the average 
U.S. household $550 on gas 
next year, according to 
the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration. That means 
consumers have more to 


spend on items like cars, 
furniture and appliances. 
What's more, Americans’ fi¬ 
nances are in firmer shape. 
Job growth is accelerat¬ 
ing. Businesses are investing 
in buildings and software, 
and home building is ex¬ 
pected to pick up. 

Lower oil prices will also 
help Europe and Japan, 
and the global economy 
should expand faster than 
it did this year, economists 
say. But the divergence 
between the United States 
and most of the rest of the 
world is striking and carries 
some risks. Big exporters, 
from China to Germany to 
Japan, will depend heav¬ 
ily on a recovering U.S. to 
boost their economies. 

A pickup in global growth 
“is highly dependent on 
the assumption that the 
U.S. economy continues 
to improve," said Doug¬ 
las Porter, chief economist 
at BMO Capital Markets. 
“If that doesn’t play out, 
there’s not much left for 
the global economy to fall 
back on. 

SWIRLING GLOBAL HEAD¬ 
WINDS 

Even if the U.S. economy 
does strengthen further, 
the rest of the world could 
struggle. For one thing, fast¬ 
er growth will likely lead the 
Federal Reserve to raise in¬ 
terest rates in 2015, which 
could draw more invest¬ 
ment from overseas. The in¬ 
flow of capital would raise 
the dollar's value and po¬ 
tentially cause destabilizing 
drops in other currencies. 
Governments and busi¬ 
nesses overseas that bor¬ 
rowed in dollars would find 
it harder to repay those 
debts. 

The hot economies of the 
last decade — the emerg¬ 
ing markets of Brazil, Rus¬ 
sia, India and China col¬ 
lectively known as the 
“BRICs” — will likely grow in 
2015 at their slowest pace 
in six years, according to 
Oxford Economics, a fore¬ 
casting firm. Falling oil and 
commodity prices have 
smacked Brazil and Russia 
particularly hard. 

China may expand 6.5 per¬ 
cent or more. □ 
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Worcester mother pleads not guilty in babies’ deaths 



Erika Murray of Blackstone, Mass, is brought in to Worcester Superior Court to be arraigned 
on 2 counts of murder and other charges in Worcester, Mass., Monday, Dec. 29, 2014. Murray 
pleaded not guilty to two counts of murder after the skeletal remains of three babies were found 
in her squalid home. (AP Photo/Rick Cinclair) 


PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
WORCESTER, Massachu¬ 
setts (AP) — A woman who 
lived in a squalid home 
where police said they 
found the skeletal remains 
of three babies pleaded 
not guilty Monday to two 
counts of murder. 

Erika Murray, 31, spoke 
clearly as she was ar¬ 
raigned Monday on nine 
charges. Judge James 
Lemire ordered her held 
without bail. Her next 
court date is Feb. 4. The 
mother of seven children 
— four living, three de¬ 
ceased — had originally 
been charged with fetal 
death concealment. She 
had pleaded not guilty to 
that lower charge and has 
since been jailed on $1 
million bail. 

Earlier this month, a grand 
jury indicted Murray on the 
nine counts. The charges 
also include two counts 
of assault and battery on 
a child causing substantial 
bodily injury, two counts of 
reckless endangerment of 
a child, two counts of cru¬ 
elty to animals and one 
count of concealing a fe¬ 
tal death. 

Murray’s lawyer, Keith 
Halpern, has said there’s 


no evidence she caused 
the deaths of the three 
babies. 

Prosecutors said Mur¬ 
ray gave birth to the five 
youngest children in the 
house’s bathroom, at¬ 
tempting to hide their ex¬ 
istence from their father 
because he did not want 
to have more children. 


She appears to have kept 
them almost entirely in up¬ 
stairs bedrooms filled with 
trash. 

The two murder charges 
relate to two dead infants, 
who were found wearing 
diapers and one-piece 
infant outfits. The other set 
of remains was a fetus, 
authorities have said. All 


three were found in bed¬ 
room closets. 

Halpern argued in court 
for Murray’s release until 
trial, saying that prosecu¬ 
tors had not made a case 
for keeping her in isolation 
in a women’s prison. 

But Assistant District Attor¬ 
ney John Bradley argued 
that the circumstances 


of the case, including the 
deplorable living condi¬ 
tions in the house and 
the health of the surviv¬ 
ing children, were reasons 
enough. 

Bradley said the dead 
fetus had the placenta 
and umbilical cord still 
attached; a 3-year-old 
could neither talk nor walk, 
was severely malnour¬ 
ished and had maggots 
in her ears; and a nearly 
6-month-old appeared to 
have spent much of her 
young life on her back. 
State police entered the 
Blackstone home on Sept. 
10 after a neighbor had 
discovered the older chil¬ 
dren severely neglected. 
Police found the house 
contained dead animals, 
was infested with rodents 
and insects and was piled 
high with dirty diapers and 
trash. Workers in hazmat 
suits spent days cleaning 
out the house, which was 
eventually condemned 
and demolished. 

Murray’s four living chil¬ 
dren, who ranged in age 
from about 5 months to 13 
years when they were re¬ 
moved from the home in 
September, are in the cus¬ 
tody of state child welfare 
officials. □ 
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Appetizer 
MOZZARELLA DI CAPRI 
Fresh mcuerelli cheese served with 
tomatoes and basil 

at M RJft 

INSjUATA FARO BLANCO 

Mixed lettuce, sliced almonds, 
cranberries and peaches, served with our 
house dressing 

or j 

FPUTTI Dl MARE ALIA LUCIAN A 
Baby shrimp, baby octopus and squid 
mixed and > T 

marinated with garlic, olive oil, white 
vinegar red peppers, celery, onions and 
lemon juice. 


Main Course 

FETU CCIN E A L SALMONS AFFUMICATO 
Our home made Fettu«ini in a rich creamy pick 
sauce served with chopped smoked Salmon 

or 

PETTO DITACCHJNOAL FARO BIANCO 
Turkey breast topped with our unique New Years 
Eve champagne saute, served with mashed potato 
and broccoli 
or 

FILETTODI PESCf ALFRATE 
Fish fillet with fresh rosemary, olive oil and white 
wine baked with a layer of thinly sliced potatoes 

or a 1 

OSSOBUCCO Dl VITELLO CON RISOTTO MILANESE 
Veal 0ssobucco 1 shank) baked with red wine, white 
wire, parsley, rosemary, garlic, oregano, onions 
and lemon juice served with our Special 
cheese risotto. 


Desieit 

FESTAMCHIOCCOLAT0 
Petite Parma cotta (Twentieth Century 
Custard topped with Hot Chocolate), 
Mousse di liuucolato 
1 Chocol ate m ousse) a nd Tiram is u 
Or 

GELATTO 

Home made Italian Ice Cream 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM fc SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE I DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp I DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations paa 04A7/EQ0 7QCO 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO O I Uf /Ov6 a 0O0 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


American Living: 

A Google gentrification fight outside of San Francisco 


C. DOUGHERTY 
© 2014 New York Times 

The locals say they don't 
like the tech folks pouring 
into town to work at plac¬ 
es like Google. They're 
insular. They're driving up 
housing prices. And they 
fear those newcomers are 
more like invaders than 
people trying to fit into 
their new community. 

For once, this is not about 
San Francisco. 

In Boulder, Colorado, 
Google is running into 
problems that would be 
quite familiar to people 
in the Bay Area. Over 
the past month, as the 
City Council approved a 
plan to let Google build 
a 4-acre campus where 
the company would have 
the space to quintuple its 
local workforce to about 
1,500 people, there has 
been a spirited debate 
about Google's poten¬ 
tial effect on local home 
prices and whether the 
company's country-club¬ 
like campuses would pair 
with the city's desire to 
increase walking and pe¬ 
destrian traffic. 

It’s easy to see why 
Google would want to 
be in Boulder. The city, 
about a half-hour drive 
from Denver, has an edu¬ 
cated populace and a 
well-regarded university, 
and - with its mountain 
locale and a combina¬ 
tion of open space and 
compact, walkable de¬ 
velopment - is considered 
a fantastic place to live. 
The company has said its 
Boulder office works on 
apps like Google Earth 
and Google Drive, and 
also has sales and market¬ 
ing teams. 


But cities - in particular, 
cities like Boulder that are 
already pretty successful - 
can have mixed feelings 
about good, well-paying 
jobs of the sort Google 


concerns about Google's 
potential to raise home 
prices higher than they al¬ 
ready are. 

One resident, Allison Da¬ 
vis, who recently moved 


ish campuses - with caf¬ 
eterias, exercise areas 
and lounge-like common 
spaces where employees 
chill out behind closed 
doors - will create a dead 


planner’s dream. It will be 
next to a major bus depot, 
which should encourage 
its workers to take public 
transit. Googlers who do 
not take the bus are likely 
to car-pool or ride bikes, 
given that the campus will 
have just 600 parking spots 
for more than twice that 
number of workers. 

The company also agreed 
to put a bike and pedestri¬ 
an path through the mid¬ 
dle of its campus, creat¬ 
ing a public thoroughfare 
through the property. 

And, of course, there are 
other benefits of having a 
big company like Google 
in town. For instance, it is 
likely to step up its hiring 
of graduates from the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado, Boul¬ 
der - people who may not 
be able to stay in town if 
the local economy does 
not add jobs. 

Google writes a lot of 
checks to nonprofits and 
encourages its workers to 
volunteer. And while its 
tree-lunch policy will nev¬ 
er win the favor of local 
sandwich shops, the com¬ 
pany noted that most of 
the food in its cafeterias is 
from local farms and mer¬ 
chants. 

Still, Elizabeth Payton, 
a member of the plan¬ 
ning board, pushed back 
against the idea that 
Boulder is lucky to have 
Google. Maybe, she said, 
it is the other way around. 
“The citizens have worked 
really hard and they have 
paid a lot of extra taxes 
to create this fabulous 
place,” she said. “It may 
be luck, but maybe we 
created this place where 
Google wants to be. May¬ 
be it's not just luck.’O 



A cyclist descends the Boulder Creek Bike Path in Boulder, Colo. Google's plans to expand in 
the city have raised concerns among residents. 

(Brett Wilhelm/The New York Times) 


brings. 

“Prices are rising. We are 
becoming less and less 
affordable to lower and 
middle income. We’re 
also seeing local business¬ 
es that have been here 
for decades being priced 
out,” said Suzanne Jones, 
a City Council member. 
“It puts a finer point on 
this issue of, where are we 
headed? Attracting big 
business is great, on the 
one hand, but it will be 
part of that change on 
the other.” 

In meetings, in emails to 
City Council members like 
Jones and with letters to 
the local newspaper. The 
Daily Camera, Boulderites 
have expressed grave 


home to Boulder after 
three years in Google's 
hometown. Mountain 
View, California, wrote a 
letter to The Daily Camera 
relaying her observations 
on what happened to the 
Bay Area. 

“As Google expanded, 
they rapidly priced out 
those who had not been 
lucky enough to buy hous¬ 
ing in Mountain View be¬ 
fore 1990. A city can lose 
its feel easily in a decade, 
and I already see that 
happening in Boulder,” 
she wrote. 

Another point of conten¬ 
tion, raised by both the 
City Council and the city's 
planning board, was that 
Google’s famously lav¬ 


zone for pedestrian and 
retail activity. 

When the proposal came 
before the planning 
board this year, a board 
member suggested that 
the company include first- 
floor retail shops to attract 
people who do not work 
at the company to the 
area. A Google spokes¬ 
woman said the company 
discussed the idea, but ul¬ 
timately decided against 
retail space for a number 
of reasons, including a 
concern that it would in¬ 
crease car traffic. 

Traffic, of course, was 
another big concern. 
Google has noted that 
when it comes to transit, 
the campus is an urban 
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Responses to Norman Atlantic ferry fire questioned 



A mother rescued from the fire-struck ferry Norman Atlantic reacts as she hugs her children after 
arriving from Italy to Igoumenitsa port, northwestern Greece, on Monday, Dec. 29, 2014. About 
69 passengers from the Norman Atlantic arrived in Greece by Cruise Europa ferry as the death 
toll climbed to 10 as survivors told of a frantic rush to escape, caught among flames, pelting rain 
and passengers who fought others for rescue. 

(AP Photo/Giannis Papanikos) 


E. POVOLEDO 
© 2014 New York Times 
VERBANIA, Italy - As black 
smoke gushed from the 
lower decks of the stricken 
ferry, Italian and Greek 
fireboats bobbed along¬ 
side, blasting water at the 
flames, while overhead he¬ 
licopters churned through 
heavy Adriatic winds and 
mist to rescue the increas¬ 
ingly desperate passen¬ 
gers. 

Adm. Giuseppe De Giorgi, 
the Italian navy’s chief of 
staff, described the opera¬ 
tion as one of the largest 
and most dramatic rescue 
missions his country had 
ever undertaken, with 427 
people evacuated from 
the burning ship. 

Even so, at least 10 people 
were known to have died 
after the ferry, the Norman 
Atlantic, caught fire Sun¬ 
day en route to Ancona, 
Italy, from the Greek port 
of Patras, and there were 
concerns that some pas¬ 
sengers might still be miss¬ 
ing even after the evacua¬ 
tion had been completed. 
Questions also quickly arose 
about emergency prepa¬ 
rations and the response of 
the crew after passengers 
interviewed in Italian news¬ 
papers and on television 
spoke of disorganization 
and chaos after the blaze 
got out of control. 

In an interview with La Re- 
pubblica, a Rome news¬ 
paper, the Greek soprano 
Dimitra Theodossiou de¬ 
scribed a harrowing wait 
for rescuers on the bridge 
of the ship. She said men 
had rushed forward from 
lower decks, even after 
being told to “to give pre¬ 
cedence to children, the 
elderly and women." 

“They pulled people away, 
pushing people aside to 
save themselves,” she said. 
“I was also struck, but I re¬ 
acted to get to the heli¬ 
copter, I had rage inside. I 


thought, it’s now or never. It 
was awful. I will never forget 
it." 

Theodossiou told the news¬ 
paper that no alarms had 
sounded and that she 
awoke in her first-class cab- 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — The Rus¬ 
sian currency extended its 
losses on Monday after a re¬ 
port showed the economy 
has started shrinking in an¬ 
nual terms for the first time 
since 2009 as the country is 
buffeted by falling oil prices 
and Western sanctions. 
Meanwhile, the govern¬ 
ment, which has been 
scrambling to support the 
ruble and the economy, 
announced fresh steps to 
keep the banks afloat. 

The ruble has been one of 
the world’s worst perform¬ 
ing currencies this year and 
was down another 5 per¬ 
cent on Monday, trading at 
56 rubles per dollar in early 


in after smelling smoke. Ini¬ 
tially, she said, she went to 
the lower deck because 
the life boats were there. 
"Some were put at sea, 
others weren’t and I don’t 
know why,” she said. 


afternoon in Moscow, wip¬ 
ing off some of the gains it 
made last week. 

The fall came as the Eco¬ 
nomic Development Minis¬ 
try issued a report showing 
the economy shrank by 0.5 
percent in November com¬ 
pared with a year earlier. 
The ministry attributed the 
year-on-year decline in the 
economy, Russia’s first in 
five years, to a sharp drop 
in manufacturing and in¬ 
vestment. 

The economy has been 
buffeted by a combina¬ 
tion of lower prices for the 
country’s crucial oil exports 
and the impact of Western 
sanctions. 

Stabilizing the ruble is a 
priority for the country's 


Christos Perlis, 32, a Greek 
truck driver interviewed by 
The Associated Press, also 
said that men had tried to 
punch their way forward. 
“Everyone there was tram¬ 
pling on each other to get 


monetary authorities. The 
Central Bank in past weeks 
raised its key interest rate 
to 17 percent and said it 
will offer dollar and euro 
loans to banks so they can 
help major exporters that 
need foreign currencies to 
finance operations. 

The bank’s foreign currency 
reserve has now dropped 
below $400 billion for the first 
time since August 2009, as 
the government has been 
selling the currency on the 
market to support the ru¬ 
ble. Many Russian compa¬ 
nies and banks have been 
locked out of Western capi¬ 
tal markets following the 
sanctions imposed on the 
country for its involvement 
in Ukraine. 


onto the helicopter," he 
said. 

Spray from the fireboats 
soaked the already cold 
passengers. 

"Our feet were burning, 
and from the feet up we 
were soaked," Perlis add¬ 
ed. 

An unidentified man inter¬ 
viewed by television re¬ 
porters in the Italian port 
of Bari said several people 
had fallen overboard in the 
darkness. 

Italian, Greek and Alba¬ 
nian rescue workers had 
accounted for 427 people 
as of Monday afternoon, 
the authorities said. But that 
number fell short of the 478 
passengers and crew listed 
on the original manifest. 
Adding to the confusion, 
some of the passengers res¬ 
cued were not listed on the 
manifest at all, and may 
have been on the ship ille¬ 
gally. 

"We hope that no oth¬ 
er people are missing,” 
Maurizio Lupi, Italy’s trans¬ 
portation minister, told a 
news conference Monday 
in Rome. □ 


The government on Mon¬ 
day announced new steps 
to prop up the banking 
sector. Prime Minister Dmi¬ 
try Medvedev told a gov¬ 
ernment session that he 
has just signed a decree to 
provide a total of 1 trillion 
rubles ($19.6 billion) to Rus¬ 
sian banks. The list of the 
banks and the amount that 
each of them will receive 
is expected drawn up by 
mid-January, according to 
Deputy Prime Minister Igor 
Shuvalov. Shuvalov said the 
measures should help “the 
banking sector be more 
stable in the new circum¬ 
stances and safeguard it 
from new shocks if they do 
occur," he was quoted by 
Tass.Q 


Russian ruble drops 7% as economy shrinks 
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British patient being treated for Ebola in Glasgow 



A general view of the Gartnavel Hospital campus, Glasgow, where a healthcare worker who 
returned from Sierra Leone last night is receiving treatment after being diagnosed with Ebola, 
Monday, Dec. 29,2014. The Scottish government says the patient flew to Glasgow via Casablanca 
and London's Heathrow Airport, arriving late Sunday Dec. 28, 2014. 

(AP Photo/PA, Danny Lawson) 


GREGORY KATZ 
JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A female 
health care worker who 
has just returned from Si¬ 
erra Leone has been diag¬ 
nosed with Ebola and is be¬ 
ing treated in a Glasgow 
hospital, Scottish authori¬ 
ties said Monday. 

Scottish First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon called it the first 
case of Ebola ever diag¬ 
nosed inside the United 
Kingdom. 

The patient flew to 
Glasgow via Casablanca 
and London's Heathrow 
Airport, arriving late Sun¬ 
day, the Scottish govern¬ 
ment said. 

The health care worker 
was admitted to a hospital 
on Monday morning after 
developing a fever. 
Sturgeon said the risk to 
the public is “extremely 
low to the point of negligi¬ 
ble” and that pre-planned 
steps would be taken to 
protect the public. 
“Scotland has been pre¬ 
paring for this possibility 


DIDI TANG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Chinese ac¬ 
cess to Google Inc.'s email 
service has been blocked 
amid government efforts 
to limit or possibly ban ac¬ 
cess to the U.S. company’s 
services, which are popular 
among Chinese who seek 
to avoid government moni¬ 
toring. 

Data from Google’s Trans¬ 
parency Report show on¬ 
line traffic from China to 
Gmail fell precipitously on 
Friday and dropped to 
nearly zero on Saturday, 
although there was a tiny 
pickup on Monday. 

Taj Meadows, a spokes¬ 
man for Google Asia Pa¬ 


from the beginning of the 
outbreak in west Africa, 
and I am confident that 
we are well prepared,” she 
said, adding that the pa¬ 
tient is “stable” and would 


cific, said Google has 
checked its email service 
and “there’s nothing tech¬ 
nically wrong on our end.” 
Earl Zmijewski, vice presi¬ 
dent of data analytics at 
U.S.-based Internet analy¬ 
sis firm Dyn Research, said 
his tests showed that Chi¬ 
na’s government had 
blocked Google IP ad¬ 
dresses in Hong Kong used 
by people on the mainland 
to access Gmail services. 
Calls to the government 
regulator, the China Inter¬ 
net Information Office, were 
unanswered Monday. For¬ 
eign Ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said she did 
not know about any block 
but that China welcomes 


soon be transferred to an 
isolation unit at the Royal 
Free Hospital in London. 

She said the patient, who 
is not being identified, had 
traveled on an internal Brit¬ 


Gmail cut, 

foreign investors who con¬ 
duct business legally in the 
country. 

Spokesman Jeff Rathke 
said in a statement that 
the U.S. State Department 
found the development 
troubling. 

“We continue to be con¬ 
cerned by efforts in Chi¬ 
na to undermine freedom 
of expression, including on 
the Internet, and we be¬ 
lieve Chinese authorities’ 
censorship of the media 
and of certain Web sites 
is incompatible with Chi¬ 
na's aspirations to build a 
modern information-based 
economy and society," he 
said. 

Google closed its main- 


ish Airways flight from Lon¬ 
don to Glasgow on Sunday 
night and that the other 
71 passengers and staff on 
that flight will be contact¬ 
ed. 


regulators 

land China search engine 
in 2009, saying it would no 
longer cooperate with the 
country’s censors. That fol¬ 
lowed hacking attacks 
traced to China aimed at 
stealing the company's op¬ 
erating code and breaking 
into email accounts. 

Since then, access to 
Google services has been 
periodically limited or 
blocked, possibly in an ef¬ 
fort to pressure Chinese 
users into abandoning 
Google products and shift¬ 
ing to services from domes¬ 
tic companies willing to co¬ 
operate with the govern¬ 
ment. 

Google products are pop¬ 
ular among Chinese young 


But she said the patient 
was not yet showing symp¬ 
toms at the time and that 
people in that stage are 
much less contagious than 
they are after they exhibit 
symptoms, which include 
a high fever, diarrhea and 
vomiting. 

The patient became ill 
Monday morning and con¬ 
tacted health officials. She 
was soon admitted to the 
Brownlee Unit for Infectious 
Diseases at Gartnavel Hos¬ 
pital in Glasgow. 

The patient had been 
screened for symptoms 
before leaving at Sierra Le¬ 
one and at London Heath¬ 
row Airport, 

Sturgeon said. 

The first minister said the 
patient had only had con¬ 
tact with one other person 
in Scotland and that per¬ 
son’s health will be moni¬ 
tored. 

The only previous victim of 
the often-fatal disease in 
Britain was William Pooley, 
a nurse who contracted 
the disease while treating 
patients in Sierra Leone. □ 


blamed 

people and activists who 
do not want their email 
communications to be 
monitored or intercepted 
by the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. 

Web access in China to 
Gmail has been blocked 
since June, according to 
Greatfire.org, a China- 
based advocacy group for 
Internet freedom, but users 
had been able to access 
the mail service through 
mobile apps or third-party 
email software such as Mi¬ 
crosoft Outlook and Apple 
Mail until the current block. 
It was not immediately 
clear what prompted 
the complete ban at this 
timeO 


Chinese access to 
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Venezuela’s opposition questions key judicial appointments 


JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuela’s opposition is 
blasting a string of key ap¬ 
pointments it says will further 
bend the country’s judiciary 
to the interests of President 
Nicolas Maduro’s socialist 
government. 

Among the 12 Supreme 
Court justices appointed 
Sunday by the National As¬ 
sembly are two judges re¬ 
sponsible for the decade- 
long imprisonment of a for¬ 
mer Caracas police chief 
whose case has rallied the 
opposition. 

Last week, the government- 
dominated legislature also 
extended for another seven 
years the term of questioned 
chief prosecutor Luisa Orte¬ 
ga — one of several Ven¬ 
ezuelan officials targeted by 
U.S. sanctions for cracking 
down on anti-government 
protests earlier this year — 
and named two govern¬ 
ment allies, a former gover¬ 
nor and the current Attorney 
General, to head the nomi¬ 
nally independent human 
rights and anti-corruption 
watchdog agencies. 
Venezuela’s constitution 
requires two-thirds of law¬ 
makers approve high-level 
judicial appointments from 
a slate of candidates pre¬ 


approved by a citizens’ 
committee that’s supposed 
to be free of interference by 
the executive. But in deeply 
polarized Venezuela, the 
months-long selection pro¬ 
cess has been marred by 
nasty bickering from the out¬ 
set, making compromise im¬ 
possible. 

With many appointments 
overdue, the pro-govern¬ 
ment majority in the legis¬ 
lature bypassed the rules, 
in some cases approving 
appointments by a simple 
majority and, more con¬ 
troversially, leaving to the 
Supreme Court the task of 
appointing three of the five 
members of the National 
Electoral Council who will 
oversee next year’s parlia¬ 
mentary elections. 

The government accuses 
the opposition of being ob¬ 
structionist, while the gov¬ 
ernment’s critics say such 
moves violate the constitu¬ 
tion. 

The Geneva-based Interna¬ 
tional Commission of Jurists 
earlier this year criticized 
Venezuela’s “very weak” 
legal institutions, saying that 
the government pressures 
judges to jail its opponents 
and rubber stamp decisions. 
“Judicial appointments in 
Venezuela are used like an 
award meted out to those 


NGO: Venezuela homicide 
rate rises to world's 2nd 


CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— A non-governmental 
group that tracks crime in 
Venezuela says the coun¬ 
try’s homicide rate rose 
again in 2014. 

The Venezuelan Violence 
Observatory estimates that 
24,980 killings occurred this 
year, pushing the homicide 
rate up to 82 per 100,000 
inhabitants. The group says 
that makes Venezuela the 
No. 2 country in the world 
for killings, after Honduras. 
Last year, the observa¬ 
tory counted 79 killings 
per 100,000 people. In 


1998, the rate was 19 per 

100,000. 

The report published Mon¬ 
day is based on press re¬ 
ports, victim surveys and 
officials’ comments. Ven¬ 
ezuelan authorities gen¬ 
erally dispute the group’s 
findings, and say the crime 
situation is improving. 
Victims include people in 
wealthy and poor neigh¬ 
borhoods, and armed 
guards and police. Over 
the weekend, a National 
Guardsman was killed in 
Caracas, reportedly to 
steal his motorcycle.O 



Former Congresswoman and opposition leader Maria Corina Machado holds up the Venezuelan 
flag outside of the Attorney General Office in Caracas, Venezuela. Venezuela’s opposition 
is blasting a string of key appointments it says will further bend the country’s judiciary to the 
interests of President Nicolas Maduro's socialist government. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos) 


who show unconditional 
support for the revolution,” 
said Antonio Canova, a Ca¬ 


racas lawyer and author of 
a new book analyzing 45,474 
rulings by the Supreme Court 


since 2004, not a single one 
found to rebuke the govern¬ 
ment's interests. □ 
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• Vi Lb Fresh Fish $10.85 

• Fish Filet pan fried $18.55 



with creole or garlic sauce 


• 1 Lb Fresh Fish $20.00 

• Calco "Conch" $21.70 
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• y 2 Lb Fresh Shrimp $15.40 
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Cuba-America detente upends life for Cuban dissidents 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
A. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — President 
Barack Obama told the 
world this month that en¬ 


gaging Cuba is the best 
way to strengthen people 
pushing for greater free- 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A half- 
century after Washing¬ 
ton severed relations with 
Cuba, the United States' 
seven-story mission looms 
over Havana’s seaside 
Malecon boulevard as the 
largest diplomatic outpost 
in the country. 

Cuban guards stand at 
close intervals on the street 
outside, and islanders line 
up by the thousands each 
year for a shot at a cov¬ 
eted visa. 

The gleaming U.S. Interests 
Section suddenly is poised 
to become an even more 
important presence in 
Cuba as the two countries 


dom on the island. 

Less than two weeks after it 
was announced, the U.S.- 
Cuba detente is upending 
the civil society Obama 
hopes to strengthen. The 


prospect of engagement 
between the two Cold War 
antagonists seems to be 


negotiate the first phase 
of their historic detente — 
transforming the complex 
into a full embassy thaf 
would reflect the Obama 
administration's hopes of 
new influence on the com¬ 
munist island. 

Roberta Jacobson, assis¬ 
tant U.S. secretary of state 
for Western Hemisphere 
affairs, will be the highest 
known U.S. administration 
official fo visit in decades 
when she comes next 
month for annual folks on 
migration that will now also 
focus on the details of re¬ 
establishing full diplomatic 
relations. 

The discussions are expect¬ 
ed to cover expanding 


undercutting the island’s 
hard-line dissidents while 
boosting more moderate 
reformers who want to 
push President Raul Castro 
gradually toward granting 


citizens more liberties. 

The traditional dissidents 
say they feel betrayed by 


staffing in the two coun¬ 
tries' interests sections and 
letting diplomats travel 
outside their respective 
capitals without having to 
ask permission. 

Also part of the reopening 
of the embassy: symbolic 
measures such as raising 
the American flag on the 
Malecon. 

“Opening an embassy is 
a symbolic gesture, but 
symbols are really impor¬ 
tant,” John Caulfield, who 
was Interests Section chief 
from 2011 fo 2014, said by 
phone from Jacksonville, 
Florida, where he retired. 
“This is a pretty powerful 
symbol by our president 
that we want to have a 


a new U.S. policy of nego¬ 
tiation with a government 
that Washington and the 
U.S.-backed opponents 
worked for decades fo un¬ 
dermine. They say fhey fear 
that detente serves the 
Castro administration’s as¬ 
piration of following China 
and Vietnam by improving 
the economy without con¬ 
ceding citizens significantly 
greater freedoms. 

“I think President Obama 
made a mistake,” said 
Berta Soler, head of the La¬ 
dies in White, Cuba’s best- 
known dissident group. 
“Cuba won’t change 
while the Castros are 
around. There will be posi¬ 
tive changes for the gov¬ 
ernment of Cuba, but not 
for fhe Cuban people.” 
Moderates say the new 
balance of power inside 
the small, fractious world of 
Cuba’s opposition will pro¬ 
duce political change by 
offering Castro a type of 
engagement that's harder 
to reject: a negotiated, 
more controlled opening 
meant to avoid the sort 
of disorderly transition that 
scarred the former Soviet 
Union and, more recently. 


more normal relationship 
with Cuba despite the fact 
that we have the obvious 
differences,” he added. 
Cuba’s interests section is 
a stately manor in Wash¬ 
ington’s Adams Morgan 
neighborhood. It, too, 
stands to become an em¬ 
bassy. 

Diplomats say privately that 
Washington hopes to boost 
staffing in Havana, current¬ 
ly at about 50 Americans 
and 300 Cuban workers, as 
more American travelers 
and trade delegates are 
expected to come here 
under new rules to be set 
by the White House soften¬ 
ing the U.S. trade embargo 
on Cuba. □ 


the countries of the Arab 
Spring. “Destabilization, dis¬ 
order, anarchy, that's nev¬ 
er been on the agenda in 
the minds of Cubans, and 
whoever has this agenda 
isn’t going to be able to 
find space," said Eliezer 
Avila, a 29-year-old com¬ 
puter engineer who leads 
We Are More, a small, year- 
old opposition group push¬ 
ing for economic reform 
and political pluralism. 
What’s unknown is wheth¬ 
er the Cuban government 
will engage with the newly 
energized, more moderate 
members of civil society, 
or continue to sharply limit 
free speech, freedom of 
assembly and freedom of 
association as threats to 
the country’s single-party 
system. Raul Castro told 
Cuba’s National Assembly 
Dec. 20 that warmer rela¬ 
tions with the U.S. would 
not change the system. 

A major test will come 
during April’s Summit of 
the Americas in Panama, 
a gathering of Western 
Hemispheric leaders where 
Obama and Raul Castro 
are expected to meet. 
A forum including figures 
from civil society inside 
Cuba is to be organized on 
the sidelines, and seems 
likely to spawn debate be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Cuba, 
and among reformers from 
the island. “There will be 
some negotiations or dis¬ 
cussions behind the scenes 
as to who gets invited, I 
would imagine,” said Rich¬ 
ard Feinberg, a specialist 
in U.S.-Cuban relations at 
the University of California, 
San Diego. The detenfe 
“has disoriented the hard¬ 
liners and empowered the 
moderates,” said Feinberg. 
“The moderates have the 
opportunity to become 
the face of Cuban civil so¬ 
ciety in Cuba and to the 
world." _ 

Continued on Page 27 



Cuban dissident Antonio Rodiles speaks during a gathering of Cuba's dissident group Ladies 
in White in Havana, Cuba. Cuba's government has long narrowly defined the bounds of 
acceptable speech, accusing many dissidents of being as agents of the U.S. government 
or right-wing exile groups, and subjecting them to surveillance, temporary detention and 
harassment. Advocates of a softer line usually receive less harsh treatment. 

(AP Photo/Desmond Boylan) 


American mission in Havana to become embassy 




















Big Group of Families Honored at the Divi Tamar in Resort! 




EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of nice 
families whom are loyal 
and friendly visitors of Aru¬ 
ba, at the Tamarijn Beach 


Resort, as Distinguished 
Visitors and Ambassador 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minister 
of Tourism as a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 


visit Aruba for 10-to-19 and 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. The honorees come 
from the Walsh family of 
Winchester, Massachusetts, 
the Zukerman family of To¬ 
ronto, Ontario, the Nasson 




family of Lexington, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, the Me Don¬ 
nell family of South Dennis, 
Massachusetts, and the 
Bradshaw family of Berk¬ 
ley, Massachusetts. All the 
families are loyal guests of 
the Divi Tamarijn Resort and 
they love Aruba very much 
for the climate, beaches. 


restaurants, and to meet 
every year with their won¬ 
derful Aruban friends. The 
certificate was presented 
by Mr. Ernest Giel repre¬ 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority together with 
Management and staff 
members of the Divi Tama¬ 
rijn Beach Resort. Q 
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Barry and Rhoda Kesselman Honored at the Marriott Resort 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a very nice cou¬ 
ple whom are loyal and 
friendly Visitor of Aruba, as 
Ambassadors of Good will 
at the Aruba Marriott Re¬ 
sort & Stellaris Casino. The 


symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. Bar¬ 
ry and Mrs. Rhoda Kessel¬ 


man from Sharon, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Barry and Rhoda are visit¬ 
ing our island for over 30 
years and have stayed at 
several of our Resorts, but 
now are loyal guests of the 
Marriott Resort and they 
love Aruba very much be¬ 



cause of the friendly peo¬ 
ple, the climate, beaches, 
restaurants, and Aruba 
feels like a second home, 
the people are like a fam¬ 
ily to them, specially their 
good friend Mr. Henry Fran- 
ken from TX 59.The certifi¬ 


cates were presented by 
Mr. Ernest Giel representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with Mr. Hen¬ 
ry Franken and Mr. Matt 
Knight, GM of the Aruba 
Marriott Resort & Stellaris 
Casino. □ 
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ALHYDRAN, a highly recommended medical moisture-regulating gel-cream in 

burn clinics worldwide, now locally available. 


Tourists and locals love Aruba Aloe's skin care and sun care products, but what most people 
don't know is that Aruba Aloe also produces a highly concentrated moisture-regulating gel- 
cream called Alhydran, which is used for the aftercare treatment of burn scars, surgical 
wounds, redness, itching, rashes after laser therapy or radiotherapy, and other scar tissue. 

This very effective cream has become one of the new standards in scar treatment in university 
hospitals and burn clinics worldwide. Sold in over 22 countries, this unique Aruban export 
product is now locally available in all Aruba Aloe stores and on www.arubaaloe.com. 

A success story 

Wim Arns, a middle-aged Dutch man, got severely burned on his hands and face when cigar 
ashes drifted down into a bucket of paraffin oil he was holding, causing a spontaneous 
explosion. Wim: "After being treated in the Burn Centre in Rotterdam, the doctors referred 
me to a skin therapist in my hometown to continue the aftercare of the burn scars. My skin 
felt really tight and itchy, and I wanted a cream to help with this. That's when the therapist 
recommended Alhydran. Already within an hour of applying the cream, I felt my skin had 
more space to breathe and the itching stopped. My face has healed completely, the skin has 
total flexibility again, and the same goes for my hands. Therapy certainly contributed to this, but I 
attribute the flexibility of the skin and eradication of the itching to the use of Alhydran." 

Alhydran through the eves of a professional 

Rina Rijkenberg is a certified skin therapist in Oosterbeek, the Netherlands. As a specialist, she has 
different skin products to choose from, but Alhydran is her #1 solution. Rina: "A lot of complaints are 
that the skin feels dry, itchy, red, sensitive, and painful, which are symptoms frequently associated 
with burn victims, lymph edema patients, and people who have undergone radiation therapy or have 
general scar tissue, acne, or excessive hair. All this can be caused by a deregulation in the moisture 
levels of the skin. The secret to Alhydran is that it regulates the moisture levels of the skin 
continuously in an unprecedented way. A very high dosage of pure Aloe Vera gel delivers the 
hydration, and pure Vitamin C, Vitamin E, and Jojoba oil prolong the activity. Patients can actually 
see and feel their skin healing." 


VisitAruba Aloe to receive a free sample ofAlhydrcm 

Alhydran is now available in all Aruba Aloe stores and on www.ambaaloe.com. Aruba Aloe invites 
both tourists and locals to visit its stores, mention the promotion code NEWSPAPER, and receive a 
free sample of Alhydran to experience its amazing benefits for themselves. With the holidays here, 
people will be cooking a lot and perhaps handling fireworks, so it's a good idea to have Alhydran on 
hand, which is ideal for treating burns and preventing scars. 

Points of Sale 



For more information about the locations of our Aruba Aloe stores, please consult the list below or visit www.ambaaloe.com/stores online. 


• Aruba Aloe Factory & Museum Store 

(Hato) 

• Aruba Aloe Renaissance 

• Aruba Aloe La Cabana 

• Aruba Aloe Paseo Herencia 

(Shopping mall) 

• Aruba Aloe Alhambra 

• Aruba Aloe Arawak 

(Palm beach) 

• Aruba Aloe Cruise Terminal 

(APA Cruise Terminal) 


• Aruba Aloe Divi Links 

(Divi Aruba Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Tamarijn 

Tamarijn Aruba Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Occidental 

(Occidental Hotel) 

• Aruba Aloe Marriott Ocean Club 

• Aruba Aloe Riu Palace Antillas 

• Aruba Aloe Main Street 

• Aruba Aloe at The Village 

(In front of Radisson Resort) 




World's Finest Aloe® Since 1890 


ALOE' 


For any inquiries about Alhydran, please contact Melissa Acosta, Customer Service, 
at Aruba Aloe Balm N.V. T: +297 588 3222 or Email: customerservice@arubaaloe.com 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 



PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 


We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 


famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. Our desks 
are located at Casa del 



Mar (pool deck), Playa Lin¬ 
da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge & Peli¬ 
can Pier desk located be¬ 
tween Holiday Inn hotel & 
Playa Linda Resort. 

Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 


of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet). In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 
daily for dinner reservations 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 
am. 

Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 
Bar offers a daily happy 
hour from 4 till 6 pm. 

Last but not least our Piz¬ 
zeria del Mar that offers a 
variety of pizzas.Q 





















































In this Sunday, Dec. 21, 2014, 
file photo. New York Jets 
general manager John Idzik 
stands on the sidelines as his 
team warms up before an 
NFL football game against the 
New England Patriots, in East 
Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 

NY Jets fire 
GM John 
Idzik, coach 
Rex Ryan 

AP Sports Writer 
FLORHAM PARK, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — Woody John¬ 
son was tired of all the los¬ 
ing, the four straight sea¬ 
sons without going to the 
playoffs.So, the New York 
Jets owner decided to 
completely clean house. 
Johnson fired coach Rex 
Ryan and general manag¬ 
er John Idzik on Monday, 
one day after complet¬ 
ing one of the most disap¬ 
pointing seasons in fran¬ 
chise history. 

“We're in the win business, 
and we're not winning,” 
Johnson said at a jam- 
packed news conference 
at the team’s facility. “So, I 
thought this was something 
I had to do.” With the Jets 
(4-12) sitting home for the 
postseason for the fourth 
consecutive year, Johnson 
chose to start fresh with a 
new coach and GM — and 
said the team already con¬ 
tacted the top candidates 
on his short list.He wouldn’t 


Continued on Page 20 



ImtnisrAugT 15, 2014, file photo, Penn¬ 


sylvania s Mo ne Davis delivers in the 


Baseball game in United States pool 


firetjinning against Tennessee during a 


play at the Little League World Series 


tournament in South Williamsport, Pa. 


Associated Press 
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AP source: Michigan lands Harbaugh as new coach 


By ERIC OLSON 
NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writers 

Former San Francisco 49ers 
coach Jim Harbaugh has 
signed a deal to become 
the new coach at Michi¬ 
gan, a person with knowl¬ 
edge of the discussions 
told The Associated Press 
on Monday. 

The person spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity be¬ 
cause there was no formal 
announcement from the 
school or Harbaugh, who 
did not return calls or text 
messages. But not long 
after Harbaugh arrived at 
the Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport on Monday night, 
Michigan scheduled a 
Tuesday news conference 
for a “major” football an¬ 
nouncement. 

“I think we'll have some 


comments tomorrow,” Har¬ 
baugh told The Michigan 
Daily, the student newspa¬ 
per in Ann Arbor. 

The 51-year-old Harbaugh 
coached the 49ers to three 
straight NFC championship 
games and San Francisco 
lost the 2013 Super Bowl to 
a Baltimore Ravens team 
coached by his broth¬ 
er, John. After the 49ers 
slipped to 8-8 this season 
and missed the playoffs, he 
parted ways with the team 
Sunday in what both sides 
called a mutual decision. 

A day later, his name was 
the buzz of the Big Ten. 

The idea of the Michigan- 
Ohio State rivalry spiced 
up with Harbaugh vs. Ur¬ 
ban Meyer harkens to the 
league’s glory days, when 
Bo Schembechler and 
Woody Hayes ruled the 


conference. 

“He's basically Michigan 
royalty right now," said 
former Wolverines quar¬ 
terback Denard Robinson, 
now a Jacksonville Jag¬ 
uars running back. “He's 
the man right now. I think 
he’s going to do a great 
job and help out recruiting. 
He’s had success at every 
school he went to. I think 
it’s a great fit for Michigan.” 
Big Ten Network analyst 
and former college coach 
Gerry DiNardo said Michi¬ 
gan, the only school with 
more than 900 all-time 
wins, would be bringing in 
a “rock star” capable of 
returning the Wolverines to 
elite status in a short time. 
“This gives Michigan a 
chance to catch up,” Di¬ 
Nardo said. 

Still, Michigan’s new coach 




1 00 Balloons filled with Weekend Stay, Cash Prizes f 

Dinners, Spa Gift Certificates and Much More.., 


Entertainment 
Starting at 11:00 PM 

Free Snack & drin ks 


casino 


New Year's 
Balloon drop 



San Francisco 49er$ coach Jim Harbaugh walks off the field 
after the 49ers lost 38-35 in overtime to the San Diego Chargers 
in an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Saturday, Dec. 
20, 2014. Associated Press 


has his work cut out for him 
in a Big Ten East Division 
that’s only getting tougher. 
Meyer is preparing the 
Buckeyes for this week’s 
semifinal against Alabama 
in the inaugural College 
Football Playoff. Michigan 
State’s Mark Dantonio 
has built a program that 
has staying power. Penn 
State’s James Franklin is a 
celebrated recruiter who 
looks to have the Nittany 
Lions on the rise. 

Under Brady Hoke, Michi¬ 
gan dipped to 5-7 this sea¬ 
son and was among only 
four Big Teams to not earn 
a bowl bid. The Wolver¬ 
ines were 31-20 in Hoke’s 
four seasons and declined 
steadily after an 11-2 mark 
in his first year. 

Harbaugh went 58-27 
overall as a college coach 
at San Diego and Stanford, 
including a 29-21 record in 
four seasons with the Car¬ 
dinal. He took over a 1-11 
team when he was hired 
in December 2006 and 
quickly turned the pro¬ 
gram back into a winner 
and bowl contender. 
Harbaugh’s first Stanford 
team went 4-8 in a season 
highlighted by a 24-23 win 


over No. 1 Southern Califor¬ 
nia, a game in which the 
Cardinal was a 41-point 
underdog. Stanford was 
5-7 the following season, 
then improved to 8-5 and 
earned a Sun Bowl berth in 
2009 - the school’s first bowl 
appearance since 2001. 
They won the Orange Bowl 
with quarterback Andrew 
Luck his final season. 

The 49ers hired Harbaugh 
four days after the bowl, 
and he went 44-19-1 with 
two NFC West titles in four 
seasons. 

“I wish him nothing but 
the best and appreciate 
everything he did for us,” 
49ers fullback Bruce Miller 
said. “Had a great run and 
wish nothing but good 
things for him at Michigan." 
Harbaugh, the starting 
quarterback for three sea¬ 
sons in the mid-1980s under 
Schembechler, is now be¬ 
ing looked to as the coach 
who can finally return 
Michigan to prominence. 

“I think it gives the Big Ten 
great credibility,” said Lou 
Holtz, the former coach 
and ESPN analyst. “I’ve 
always felt the real evalu¬ 
ation of a conference is 
strength of coachesO 
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SPECIAL PRICES ON Mojito 
and local beers: Balashi & Chill 



Located at De Palm Pier 
between the Radisson Resort and Riu Hotel 


T- (+297) 587 2233 lnfo@Bugaloe.com 
‘ v www.Bugaloe.com 


Davis wins AP Female Athlete of the Year honors 


ROB MAADDI 
AP Sports Writer 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — No one in the 

sports world had heard of the 2014 
Associated Press Female Athlete of 
the Year until August. 

That's when 13-year-old Mo’ne 
Davis became an instant celebrity 
as she took the pitching mound in 
baseball’s Little League World Se¬ 
ries and mowed down batter after 
batter, giving “throw like a girl” a 
whole new meaning. 

She was the first girl to win a Little 
League World Series game, and her 
performance dazzled fans young 
and old. Her steely gaze and de¬ 
meanor on the mound were in¬ 
timidating, while off-the-field, she 
shined in interviews. She told ad¬ 
mirers that if they thought she was 
good at baseball, they should see 
her play basketball. Only in eighth 
grade, Davis already plays for her 
school’s high school varsity basket¬ 
ball team. 

Davis appeared on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated, has her jersey dis¬ 
played in baseball's Hall of Fame 
and was named Sports Kid of the 
Year by Sports Illustrated Kids. 

She met the Obamas at the White 
House, starred in a Spike Lee-di- 
rected car commercial (the NCAA 
said it wouldn't hurt her eligibility), 
marched in the Macy’s Thanks¬ 
giving Day Parade along with her 
Taney Dragons teammates and 
presented Pharrell Williams with Soul 
Train’s “Song of the Year” award. 
The talented three-sport star — she 
also plays soccer — and honor stu¬ 
dent from South Philadelphia han¬ 
dled all the attention with poise, 
modesty and maturity. 

“A lot of adults around me help out, 
taught me to be respectful, to be 
calm during everything and not let 
anything get to you,” Davis said af¬ 
ter learning of her latest honor. 

A vote by U.S. editors and news 
directors selected Davis as The As¬ 
sociated Press 2014 Female Athlete 
of the Year. The youngest winner 
in history, Davis beat out Mt. St. Jo¬ 
seph freshman Lauren Hill — who 
played her first college basketball 
game while battling terminal brain 
cancer — and three-time winner 
Serena Williams. The selection was 
announced Monday. 


Davis tossed a two-hitter to help 
Philadelphia beat Nashville 4-0 in 
the Little League World Series open¬ 
er for both teams. Davis, the first girl 
to appear for a U.S. feam in South 
Williamsport since 2004, had eight 
strikeouts and didn’t walk a batter. 
Her team was eventually eliminated 
after losing to teams from Las Vegas 
and Chicago. Davis gave up three 
runs in the Las Vegas game, and 


could not take the mound against 
Chicago because of pitch limits. 
After the tournament, Davis was ev¬ 
erywhere. 

She threw whiffle balls to Jimmy Fal¬ 
lon on NBC's Tonight Show, threw 
out the first pitch at Game 4 of the 
World Series and signed a book 
deal. 

“It's been really fun, got to do a lot 
of things, meet a lot of cool peo¬ 
ple,” Davis said. “My favorite thing 
to do was playing in Williamsport 
or going to the White House. (The 
Obamas) just seemed like a regular 
couple, no different from anyone 
else." 


While others are still talking about 
her Little League performance, Da¬ 
vis, a point guard, is concentrating 
on basketball. 

“It's making me a lot better, helping 
me make decisions," Davis said of 
playing varsity. “In middle school, I 
can get away with small things. The 
girls now are a lot taller so I’m work¬ 
ing on my jump shot and ball han¬ 
dling a lot.” 


Davis aspires to play for the Univer¬ 
sity of Connecticut and reach the 
WNBA. She plays midfielder on her 
soccer team and hopes to play 
three sports in high school, though 
she’s not sure about baseball. 

“I know the boys will be much stron¬ 
ger so that depends,” she said. 
“Hopefully, I can continue playing 
as long as I can." 

Davis isn’t just a jock. She excels 
academically despite such a great 
demand for her time. 

“It's all about time management, 
how you plan your projects and not 
waiting until the last minute,” she 
said. 


Steve Bandura, a recreation leader 
for the Philadelphia Parks and Rec¬ 
reation Department and director 
of fhe Anderson Monarchs sports 
programs, has helped coach Da¬ 
vis since she started playing sports. 
His son, Scott, was the catcher for 
Taney. Bandura said Davis has 
maintained her “natural personal¬ 
ity” no matter how many cameras 
or microphones are in her face. 


“She's sfill the same person, still a 
kid who wants to do kid things," 
Bandura said. “She has fun meeting 
celebrities and all that but the bot¬ 
tom line is she loves to play sports, 
go to school and have fun. The 
adulfs make a bigger deal out of 
if. Her teammates understand she's 
breaking down barriers and they’re 
proud of her. They've been togeth¬ 
er so long, it’s like she's their sister.” 
Davis knows she has become a role 
model. 

Her message to everyone, especial¬ 
ly girls: “Always follow your dreams. 
If there’s something people tell you 
that you can't do it, go for if.’O 



In this Aug. 15, 2014, file photo, Pennsylvania's Mo’ne Davis delivers in the fifth inning against Tennessee during a baseball 
game in United States pool play at the Little League World Series tournament in South Williamsport, Pa. Associated Press 
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Rex Ryan 

Continued from Page 17 

reveal who they are, but 
Johnson made it clear he 
wants a head coach who 
is a presence in all three 
aspects of the team — of¬ 
fense, defense and spe¬ 
cial teams — which was 
a frequent criticism of the 
defensive-minded Ryan. 
He also indicated that the 
next general manager 
should have a strong back¬ 
ground in personnel, which 
was regarded as one of Id- 
zik's shortcomings. 

“It became pretty appar¬ 
ent during the season as 
we progressed that the 
team was not getting bet¬ 
ter,” Johnson said. “It was 
kind of obvious that we 
had to make change. It 
was obvious to me, any¬ 
way.” 

He met with Ryan and Idzik 
on Monday morning after 
“extensive thought and 
reflection” and informed 
them they would not be 
returning. 

Ryan was 50-52, including 


impact," Johnson said. “He 
made the team relevant in 
some respects." 

But, in the end, there were 
not enough wins to back 
up all the big talk. 

“Rex was fully prepared,” 
Johnson said. “He was fine 
with it.” 

Ryan met with his players 
for a final time and showed 
them a video of highlights 
of the team, and then 
thanked them for their ef¬ 
forts. 

“I think everybody had the 
same emotion,” left tackle 
D'Brickashaw Ferguson 
said. “A feeling of sadness, 
a feeling of loss.” 

Idzik lasted just two sea¬ 
sons after replacing the 
fired Mike Tannenbaum in 
2013. Johnson credited Id¬ 
zik for helping the Jets get 
out of a tough salary cap 
situation, but the former 
GM was heavily criticized 
this year for questionable 
draft and free agency de¬ 
cisions. 

“That was a tough deci¬ 
sion,” Johnson said. “Only 
two years, but I had to 
make it.'O 


In this Sunday, Dec. 28,2014, file photo. New York Jets head coach Rex Ryan listens to a questions 
during a news conference following an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, in Miami 


Gardens, Fla. 

4-2 in the postseason, in his 
six seasons with the Jets. His 
first few years were filled 


with guarantees, strong 
statements and two con¬ 
secutive trips to the AFC 


Associated Press 

title game. 

“It was a long run and I 
think he had a tremendous 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Celebrating our 28th 

anniversary with YOU! 
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NBA Capsules 

Green leads injury-depleted Spurs to win 



San Antonio Spurs guard Danny Green, rear, defends Houston 
Rockets guard James Harden during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game, Sunday, Dec. 28, 2014, in San Antonio. San 
Antonio won 110-106. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Dan¬ 
ny Green had 24 points 
and the injury-depleted 
San Antonio Spurs beat the 
Houston Rockets 110-106 
on Sunday night, snapping 
a six-game skid against 
their intrastate rivals. 

Tim Duncan scored 16 
points and Manu Ginobili 
had 15 for San Antonio (19- 
13), which won for first time 
in three games. 

James Harden had 28 
points for Houston (21-8), 
and Dwight Howard add¬ 
ed 24 points and 17 re¬ 
bounds. The Rockets’ new¬ 
est additions had differing 
levels of success: Corey 
Brewer scored 25 points, 
but Josh Smith finished with 
five points on 2-of-7 shoot¬ 
ing. 

Green made four straight 
free throws in the final min¬ 
ute, helping San Antonio 
avoid going into overtime 
for the fourth time in its last 
six home games. 

The Spurs played without 
Kawhi Leonard (bruised 
right hand) and Tony Park¬ 
er (mild strain left ham¬ 
string). 

MAVERICKS 112, THUNDER 


107 

DALLAS (AP) — Dirk Nowit- 
zki matched his season 
high with 30 points for Dal¬ 
las, and Chandler Parsons 
added 26. 

The Mavericks rallied from 
seven points down to start 
the fourth quarter. They 
were without center Tyson 
Chandler, a late scratch 
with back spasms. 

The Thunder played their 
sixth straight game with¬ 
out Kevin Durant because 
of a sprained right ankle. 
They fell short in their third 
chance to reach .500 for 
the first time after Durant 
and Russell Westbrook 
were sidelined by injuries 
for 14 of the first 16 games. 
Serge Ibaka led Oklahoma 
City with a season-high 26 
points. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 101, KNICKS 
79 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
Wesley Matthews had 28 
points, including six 3-point¬ 
ers, and the Trail Blazers 
beat the short-handed 
Knicks. 

Portland was 16 for 36 from 
3-point range. Nicolas Ba¬ 
tumi had five 3-pointers 
and 17 points. 


It was the eighth straight 
loss for the Knicks, who had 
just nine available play¬ 
ers to start the game, and 
then lost Carmelo Anthony 
for the second half be¬ 
cause of a sore left knee. 
Portland, which led by as 
many as 27 points, has won 
eight of its last nine games. 
Cole Aldrich had 12 points 
and a career-high 19 re¬ 
bounds for New York, and 
Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 17 
points. 

PISTONS 103, CAVALIERS 80 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Jennings scored 25 
points, and the Pistons 
used an 18-0 run in the sec¬ 
ond quarter to roll past the 
Cavaliers. 

It was Cleveland's second 
blowout loss at home in less 
than two weeks. The Cav¬ 
aliers lost 127-98 to Atlanta 
on Dec. 17, and the con¬ 
vincing victory for Detroit 
drew boos from the home 
crowd. 

Andre Drummond had 16 
points and 17 rebounds 
for the Pistons (7-23), who 
were coming off a 119-109 
victory over Indiana on Fri¬ 
day. 

Detroit set a season high 


for made 3-pointers by 
going 17 for 31 from long 
range. 

Kevin Love had 20 points 


and 10 rebounds for Cleve¬ 
land, and LeBron James 
finished with 17 points, 10 
boards and seven assists.Q 



Vancouver Canucks' Chris Tanev, front, and Anaheim Ducks' 
Devante Smith-Pelly fall to the ice in overtime of an NHL 
hockey game Sunday, Dec. 28, 2014, in Anaheim, Calif. The 
Ducks won 2-1. 

Associated Press 

The Associated Press ver 2-1 in overtime on Sun- 

ANAHEIM, California (AP) day to open an 11-point 
— Anaheim beat Vancou- lead over the Canucks 


Ducks beat Canucks 
to stretch Pacific lead 


and other rivals in the NHL 
Pacific Division, with Cam 
Fowler scoring the winner 
for the Ducks 2:42 into the 
extra period. 

Yannick Weber scored 
early in the second period 
for Vancouver and the 
visitors held that lead until 
Ducks defenseman Fran¬ 
cois Beauchemin tied it in 
the third period with his first 
goal of the season. 

The two-time defending 
Pacific Division champions 


are 8-0-1 in their past nine 
games against Vancouver. 
The Canucks were tied with 
Anaheim atop the West¬ 
ern Conference standings 
four weeks ago but have 
drifted a long way off that 
pace. 

Vancouver had only 14 
shots on goal for the game. 
In the day’s other match, 
Florida scored four goals in 
the third period to beat To¬ 
ronto 6-4. 

The teams combined for 


six goals in the second, but 
the Panthers controlled the 
final period. 

Brad Boyes scored a tie¬ 
breaking power-play goal 
while Willie Mitchell, Dmitry 
Kulikov and Scottie Upshall 
also scored in the third for 
the Panthers. Jonathan Hu- 
berdeau earlier had a goal 
and an assist for the home 
team. 

James van Riemsdyk had 
a goal and an assist for the 
Maple Leafs.Q 
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DISPORTS 



Buccaneers “earn” first 
overall draft pick 



In this Dec. 28, 2014 photo, Detroit Lions defensive tackle 
Ndamukong Suh steps on the leg of Green Bay Packers quar¬ 
terback Aaron Rodgers (12) during the fourth quarter of an NFL 
football game in Green Bay, Wis. 

Associated Press 

Lions tackle Suh 
suspended for 
NFL playoff game 



Tampa Bay Buccaneers tackle Kevin Pamphile (64) reacts on 
the bench during the final seconds of the team's 23-20 loos to 
the New Orleans Saints in an NFL football game Sunday, Dec. 
28, 2014, in Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Ndamu¬ 
kong Suh is in trouble with 
the NFL again. 

The Detroit defensive tack¬ 
le was suspended for this 
Sunday's wild-card playoff 
game against Dallas for a 
violation of safety-related 
playing rules against Green 
Bay in the season finale. 
The league announced 
Monday that Suh was sus¬ 
pended for stepping on 
Packers quarterback Aar¬ 
on Rodgers’ left leg twice, 
once with each foot. Suh 
also applied pressure and 
pushed off Rodgers’ un¬ 
protected leg with his left 
foot, violating unnecessary 
roughness rules, the league 
said in a statement. 

Suh, who will be reinstated 
next Monday, can ap¬ 
peal the suspension within 
three days. He can ask 
for an expedited appeal, 
which would be heard by 
Ted Cottrell, a hearing of¬ 
ficer employed by the NFL 
and the players' union. No 
hearing is scheduled, but 
one could happen as soon 
as Tuesday. 

Rodgers had an agitated 
look after the incident, and 
coach Mike McCarthy said 
after the game: “There's no 
place for that. I don't un¬ 
derstand it, frankly." 

On Monday, McCarthy 
backed off a bit, saying: “I 
was hoping this wouldn’t 
go this way. That was a hell 
of a football game played 
yesterday, and that’s what 
I really came here to talk 
about. I’m not here to talk 


about behavior (of) players 
on other teams." 

Suh did not speak with re¬ 
porters at the Lions prac¬ 
tice facility. 

Lions center Dominic Raio- 
la, coming off his own one- 
game ban for a similar inci¬ 
dent, was enraged by the 
suspension. 

“The play ... he wasn’t even 
looking at (Rodgers).” Raio- 
la said. “He was getting 
pushed back a little bit. It 
was ridiculous what Fox did 
right after it. It was crazy, 
watching it. I couldn’t even 
listen to those guys after he 
did it. 

“There is no way, at that 
point in the game, that he 
did something like that on 
purpose. No way.” 

Added teammate Larry 
Warford: “It's part of what 
has been happening 
around here. Obviously, 
they're going to be stricter 
on us. That is just a fact of 
what happened a week 
before. 

“They’re obviously a lot 
stricter with ourteam,” War- 
ford continued, referring to 
the NFL. “It’s something we 
have to fight through. A lit¬ 
tle adversity. We'll make it 
through." 

Suh is a repeat offender 
with a long list of fines and 
one previous suspension, 
for two games in 2011 for 
stepping on the right arm 
of Packers lineman Evan 
Dietrich-Smith. Suh has 
been fined seven times in 
his career, but this is the first 
in 2014.Q 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
“earned" the first pick in 
next spring's NFL draft with 
their 2-14 record. 

In their first season under 
coach Lovie Smith, the 
Bucs lost their last six games 
to secure the top pick over 
Tennessee, which had the 
same record under first- 
year coach Ken Whisen- 
hunt. But Tampa Bay had 
the easier overall sched¬ 
ule in the weak NFC South, 
which was won by Carolina 
with a 7-8-1 record. 

Clearly, neither of the 
coaches who lost in Super 
Bowls — Smith in Chicago 
and Whisenhunt in Arizona 
— had much positive im¬ 
pact in their debut seasons. 
“My comments last week 
were, ‘We're going to get 
a good pick,”’ Smith said 
after losing to New Orleans 
in the finale. “Nothing's re¬ 
ally changed. I know were 


WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP)—The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers may have to 
start the playoffs without 
running back Le'Veon Bell. 
Bell hyperextended his right 
knee in the third quarter 
of Sunday night's win over 


in a little bit better of a posi¬ 
tion, but going into this foot¬ 
ball game, we were going 
to have an opportunity to 
get a pretty good football 
player. When you're down 
there, that’s one consola¬ 
tion, I guess, from the sea¬ 
son we’ve had.” 

Tampa Bay last had the 
top overall spot in 1987 
and selected Miami Hur¬ 
ricanes QB Vinny Tes- 
taverde. He didn’t fare well 
with the Bucs, but later led 
the Browns and Jets to the 
playoffs and spent 21 sea¬ 
sons in the NFL with seven 
teams. 

Rounding out the top five 
will be Jacksonville and 
Oakland, both 3-13, and 
Washington (4-12). 

Then come the New York 
Jets (4-12), Chicago (5-11), 
Atlanta, the New York Gi¬ 
ants and St. Louis, all 6-10. 
Tennessee actually held 
the top spot as recently 
as in Week 16, but the 
Bucs' dismal division — two 


Cincinnati and did not re¬ 
turn.Coach Mike Tomlin 
says Bell’s knee did not sus¬ 
tain any major structural 
damage, but said it is un¬ 
clear if Bell will be avail¬ 
able when the Steelers host 
Baltimore in the wild-card 
round on Saturday. 


teams in the Titans’ AFC 
South had better records 
than the winner of the 
NFC South — turned things 
around when the season 
concluded. 

So the Titans will go sec¬ 
ond. 

“It can certainly help you, 
that’s one of the things to 
be excited about,” Whisen¬ 
hunt said. “We’re going to 
get a good player, and 
we'll have a chance to 
get a good player with 
the second-round pick, 
because that will be like 
getting another first-round 
pick. 

“Whatever opportunities 
are available at that point, 
I think that we're going to 
look at free agency to help 
some things, too. It’s impor¬ 
tant, it’s always important 
when you have a pick that 
high.” 

The rest of the drafting or¬ 
der, not including playoff 
teams, will have Minnesota 
going 11th, with Cleveland 
12th and New Orleans 
13th; all of them were 7-9. 
Miami will go 14th and San 
Francisco 15th; both were 
8 - 8 . 

Four 9-7 teams did not 
make the postseason and 
will draft in this order: Hous¬ 
ton, San Diego, Kansas 
City, Cleveland (from Buf¬ 
falo). Philadelphia (10-6) 
will go 20th. 

Losers of the wild-card 
games will select 21 st-24th. 
Losers in the division round 
get the 25th-28th positions. 
Teams that fall in the con¬ 
ference championships will 
go 29th and 30th. The Su¬ 
per Bowl winner, regardless 
of regular season record, 
picks 32nd and last.Q 


If Bell can’t play, the run¬ 
ning back duties will fall 
to rookies Josh Harris and 
Dri Archer. The two ran for 
a combined 56 yards dur¬ 
ing the season. Harris had 
a 60-yard run against the 
Bengals wiped out due to 
a penalty. □ 


Bell’s uncertain status leaves 
Steelers vulnerable 
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Residents alarmed as Coast Guard changes foghorns 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
YORK, Maine (AP) - For 

Tom Bradbury and his 
neighbors, the town fog¬ 
horn is more than just a fa¬ 
miliar, wistful noise - it rep¬ 
resents something greater, 
like peace itself. 

“There’s a sense that some¬ 
one is on guard, watching 
over those who are on 
the water,” Bradbury said. 
“We find it a very pleasing, 
comforting sound.” 

That’s why Bradbury, of 
Kennebunkport, and hun¬ 
dreds of New Englanders 
are sounding the alarm 
over a Coast Guard plan 
to convert old-style fog¬ 
horns to newer technol¬ 
ogy. The Coast Guard is 
converting Maine and 
New Hampshire foghorns 
that are automated to ac¬ 
tivate in the presence of 
fog. It says newer technol¬ 
ogy activated by mariners 
via marine radios - which 
tends to result in fewer of 
the foghorns’ familiar blasts 
- is safer and more cost ef¬ 
fective. 

The move has proved un¬ 
popular in some Maine 
communities, and the 
Coast Guard will soon start 
a yearlong campaign to 
inform the public about the 
conversions. Coast Guard 
officials said its plan is for 
the conversions to eventu¬ 
ally leave Maine with no 
more of the old-time fog¬ 
horn activation systems. 

So far the Coast Guard 
has changed seven fog¬ 
horns and plans to convert 
18 more. The converted 
foghorns range from Ports- 
moufh. New Hampshire, 
to Maine’s Mistake Island, 
about 50 miles from Can¬ 
ada. The lights slated for 
conversion are all along 
the coast. 

The Coast Guard hopes 
to convert the remaining 
foghorns by the end of 
2015, and representatives 
will spend the year visit¬ 
ing towns along the Maine 
coast talking to residents 
about the switch, said Bob 
Albert, chief warrant offi¬ 
cer. 

Albert said the conversions 
replace outdated, unser¬ 
viceable 1970s technol¬ 
ogy. He added that the 
Coast Guard has heard 
complaints from residents 




In this Monday, Dec. 22, 2014 photo, foghorns that were retired long ago remain aimed towards 
the sea at Portland Head Light in Cape Elizabeth, Maine. The Coast Guard is rethinking its plan to 
install radio-triggered foghorns at all lighthouses after receiving a barrage of complaints. 

Associated Press 


who prefer fhe older mod¬ 
els, but the new system 
makes it much easier for 
rescuers to assist mariners, 
if needed. 

“They've indicated their 
preference to be able to 
hear the signal to add to 
the ambiance of living on 
the coast," Albert said. 
“Our response to that is, 
unfortunately, the Coast 
Guard does not pay for 
sound signals to add to 
that.” 

Opponents of the change¬ 
over, including longtime 
York summer resident Ja¬ 
net Dillon, said the older 
activation systems were 
much more frequent, 
which leaves residents 


like the sound of it," Dillon 
said. “But you know it was 
there a long time before 
they were.” The conver¬ 
sions cost $800 to $1,000 
per foghorn, said Matthew 
Stuck, head of waterways 
management for the 1st 
Coast Guard District. He 
added that the price of 
converting is “far less ex¬ 
pensive than maintenance 
of a system that the Coast 
Guard no longer supports." 
In Kennebunkport, Brad¬ 
bury - who directs the Ken¬ 
nebunkport Conservation 
Trust, which owns the Goat 
Island Light where the 
foghorn is located - said 
support for the old horn is 
deep. The Coast Guard 
changed it to the newer 
model over the summer, 
then changed it back af¬ 
ter community backlash, 
but intends to switch it over 
againO 


Sony: PlayStation back 
online after 3-day outage 


munity is gone now, she 
said. 

“There were some peo¬ 
ple that live in the big¬ 
ger houses - we call them 
McMansions - who didn't 


This March 8, 2012 file photo shows attendees walking past the Sony PlayStation PS Vita console 
on display in the Sony PlayStation booth at the Game Developers Conference in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


wondering if the newer 
models are working at all. 
Dillon collected about 350 
signatures from residents 
who opposed the switch 
after it happened in June. 
Dillon said opinions about 
the old foghorn often divid¬ 
ed people in York, with lon¬ 
ger-established residents 
firmly standing by their love 
of the horn’s tone, which 
she called “that haunting 
sound that brings me back 
to the days when sailors 
were out there hoping for 
safety.” That sense of com- 


The Associated Press 
Sony says its PlayStation 
Network is back online af¬ 
ter three days of disruptions 
that began on Christmas. 
But heavy traffic might con¬ 


tinue to cause problems for 
customers seeking to play 
their favorite games, 
the company said Sunday. 
A group of hackers called 
Lizard Squad — or some¬ 


one claiming to speak for 
it — took credit for the dis¬ 
ruptions. 

In a blog post Saturday 
night saying service had 
been restored^ 
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Pinterest says opening its boards to advertising 


MIKE ISAAC 
© 2014 New York Times 

A quick glance at the digi¬ 
tal scrapbook Pinterest 
makes it seem like the anti- 
Facebook. It has no stream 
filled with friends’ faces and 
baby pictures, but rather a 
sprawling, 

colorful grid of recipes, 
photographs of clothes 
and a shopping list of pres¬ 
ents to buy for loved ones. 
Yet soon some of the slick¬ 
looking photos on its site 
may be advertisements 
from the world’s biggest 
consumer brands - ads, Pin¬ 


terest hopes, users actually 
want to see. 

On New Year's Day, the 
company plans to start sell¬ 
ing ads on the site to any 
marketer, sounding the call 
that Pinterest is open for 
business and that it wants 
to compete for ad dollars 
with the likes of Google, 
Twitter and Facebook. 

It is the first major step for 
Pinterest toward building 
a scalable business. And 
although its major com¬ 
petitors have been pursu¬ 
ing advertising for years, 
Pinterest says its strength 


stems from the very nature 
of its service, in which users 
create collections of items 
they want or gather infor¬ 
mation about places they 
want to go - so-called aspi- 
rational content. 

“On Facebook, you think 
about friends, and on Twif- 
ter you think about news,” 
said Joanne Bradford, Pin- 
terest's head of partner¬ 
ships, who is responsible 
for building the company's 
business. 

“On Pinterest, you think 
about what you want to 
do, where you want to go, 


what you want to buy.” 
Introduced to a handful 
of advertising partners in 
a limited test in June, the 
new ads look much like the 
other content on Pinterest. 
Marketers pay to create a 
Promoted Pin ad, and tar¬ 
get it to certain groups of 
people based on their lo¬ 
cation, sex and the type 
of topic they have shown 
interest in. 

Pinterest says early results 
are promising. Brand ad¬ 
vertisers see Promoted Pins 
“re-pinned,” or shared by 
users, an average of 11 


times per advertisement. 
That means that every ad 
will be seen, on average, 
by 30 percent more peo¬ 
ple than the brand paid 
to show it to because users 
have shared the ad with 
friends. 

“We're aiming for the holy 
grail here: trying to provide 
the right content to the 
right people, at the right 
time," said Dana Shank, an 
associate director at Kraft 
Foods. “To be on a platform 
where people are actively 
looking for that content? 
That’s invaluable to us. 


Stocks mostly gain despite new fears over Greece 



Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange, 
in New York. U.S. stocks inched mostly higher in light trading 
on Monday as investors shrugged off falling energy prices, a 
plunging Russian ruble and fears that Greece could renege on 
its bailout. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


BERNARD CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
stocks inched mostly high¬ 
er in light trading on Mon¬ 
day as investors shrugged 
off falling energy prices, a 
plunging Russian ruble and 
fears that Greece could 
renege on its bailout. 
Stocks wavered through¬ 
out the day, with the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
moving between gains 
and losses several times. In 
the end the blue-chip in¬ 
dex closed down slightly, 
but other major indexes re¬ 
corded tiny gains. 

“Most of the bad news 
came from overseas... and 
that makes the U.S. market 
more attractive,” said Jack 
Ablin, chief investment of¬ 
ficer at BMO Private Bank. 
“Investors are shifting mon¬ 
ey from overseas.” 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 1.80 points, or 


0.1 percent, to 2,090.57. 
The Dow fell 15.48 points, 
or 0.1 percent, to 18,038.23. 
The Nasdaq composite 
rose 0.05 points to 4,806.91 


With little economic or 
company developments in 
the U.S., investors focused 
on news fhaf Greece will 
have fo call snap elec¬ 


tions next month that could 
bring more economic tur¬ 
moil to the country. The op¬ 
position Syriza party, which 
is against terms of the in¬ 
ternational bailout of the 
country, is leading in the 
polls. 

The Athens exchange 
closed with a loss of 4 per¬ 
cent after falling as much 
as 11 percent earlier. Sev¬ 
eral European markets 
also slumped, with Italy's 
benchmark index losing 1.1 
percent. 

In Russia, the ruble fell 8 per¬ 
cent against the U.S. dol¬ 
lar after a rally last week. 
Russian monetary officials 
have made stabilizing the 
currency a priority amid 
slumping oil revenues and 
unease about the coun¬ 
try's economic outlook. 
Despite the troubles 
abroad developing for sev¬ 
eral weeks now, U.S. stocks 
have been rising on opti¬ 


mism over the U.S. econo¬ 
my. 

Employers are on track to 
hire nearly 3 million work¬ 
ers this year, the most since 
the dot-com boom year 
of 1999. The unemploy¬ 
ment rate has dropped to 
5.8 percent, down about a 
percentage point since the 
start of the year. And the 
U.S. economy grew at an 
annualized rate of 5 per¬ 
cent in the July-September 
quarter, the fastest in 11 
years. 

On Monday, six of 10 indus¬ 
try sectors in the S&P 500 
rose, led by a 1.1 percent 
gain in utilities. 

Trading was light ahead of 
the New Year’s holiday lat¬ 
er this week. Volume was 
about two-thirds of the re¬ 
cent average on the New 
York Stock Exchange 
John Manley, chief equity 
strategist at Wells Fargo 
Fund Management^ 


Shares drop for AirAsia after plane disappears 


NEIL GOUGH 
© 2014 New York Times 
HONG KONG - Shares in 
AirAsia fell 8.5 percent in 
Kuala Lumpur on Monday, 
a day after the Malaysian 
airline said one of its planes 
went missing with 162 peo¬ 
ple on board. The sell-off 
came as investors reacted 
to news that a Singapore- 
bound Airbus A320-200 
operated by the airline’s 
Indonesian unit had disap¬ 
peared from radar screens 
about 40 minutes after 


leaving the Indonesian 
city of Surabaya around 
5:30 a.m. Sunday. The epi¬ 
sode appeared to be the 
first major crisis for AirAsia, 
which is based in Malaysia 
and is one of Asia’s biggest 
and fastest-growing bud¬ 
get carriers. 

Shares in AirAsia X, a sister 
budget carrier that oper¬ 
ates long-haul flights, also 
fell Monday, closing 7.3 per¬ 
cent lower in Kuala Lumpur. 
The disappearance of the 
plane, Indonesia AirAsia 


Flight 8501, drew compari¬ 
sons to a Boeing 777 oper¬ 
ated by Malaysia Airlines 
that disappeared this year 
with 239 people onboard. 
That plane, Malaysia Air¬ 
lines Flight 370, was bound 
for Beijing from Kuala Lum¬ 
pur but turned abruptly off 
course in the early hours of 
March 8, and is now be¬ 
lieved by investigators to 
have crashed somewhere 
in the remote southern In¬ 
dian Ocean west of Aus¬ 
tralia.Malaysia Airlines, the 


Southeast Asia nation’s 
state-owned flag carrier, 
said in August it would ac¬ 
cept a government bail¬ 
out of nearly $2 billion and 
would cut thousands of 
jobs following the loss of 
Flight 370 and the downing 
of another plane. Flight 17, 
over eastern Ukraine in July. 
But Malaysia Airlines and its 
parent company, Malaysia 
Airline System, were strug¬ 
gling with growing losses 
and rising debt levels well 
before losing two of its air¬ 


planes this year. Challeng¬ 
es to Malaysia Airlines in¬ 
cluded increased compe¬ 
tition from budget carriers; 
AirAsia and its vastly differ¬ 
ent business model proved 
to be a fierce competitor. 
AirAsia started in 2001, 
when the Malaysian entre¬ 
preneur Tony Fernandes, 
a former music company 
executive, acquired a 
small, state-owned airline 
out of bankruptcy and re¬ 
established it as a privately 
owned budget carrier. □ 












Is Vacation Over? 





THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

More than we may realize, the 
world has been riding a lucky 
streak since the global financial 
meltdown in 2008. How so? The 
years between 2008 and late 
2013 were - relatively speaking 

- a rather benign period of big 
power politics and geopolitics. 
This allowed the major economic 
powers - the United States, the 
European Union, China, India, 
Russia, Brazil and Japan - to focus 
almost exclusively on economic 
rehabilitation. But now there are 
strong indications that our vaca¬ 
tion from geo-instability is over. 
The last time the world witnessed 
such a steep and sustained drop 
in oil prices - from 1986 to 1999 

- it had some profound political 
consequences for oil-dependent 
states and those who depended 
on their largesse. The Soviet em¬ 
pire collapsed; Iran elected a 
reformist president; Iraq invaded 
Kuwait; and Yasser Arafat, hav¬ 
ing lost his Soviet backer and 
Arab bankers, recognized Israel 

- to name but a few. Admittedly, 
other factors were involved in all 
these events. But, in each case, 
steep drops in direct or indirect 
oil revenues played a big role. 

If today’s falloff in oil prices is sus¬ 
tained, we’ll also be in for a lot of 
surprises. Some will have happy 
endings. Cuba’s decision to bury 
the hatchet with America had 
to have been spurred in part by 
Havana’s fears of losing some or 
all of the 100,000 barrels of sub¬ 
sidized oil a day it gets from the 
now cash-strapped Venezuela. 
Others could be very destabiliz¬ 
ing. Today’s world is much more 
tightly interconnected and in¬ 
terdependent than in the last 
oil price drop-off, which was be¬ 
fore the spread of the Internet. 
And today’s world has so many 
more actors - superpowers and 
superempowered individuals 
and hackers who can destabilize 
companies and countries with 
cyberweapons. See dictionary 
for “Sony” and “North Korea.” 
When I hear President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia bragging that low¬ 
er oil revenues won’t affect the 
Russian people because they 
are stoic - look what they toler¬ 
ated in World War II - my reac¬ 
tion is: “Mr. Putin, that was before 
there was a significant urban 
middle class in Russia, one you 
helped to build with trickle-down 
oil and gas revenues.” A lot more 
Russians today have gotten used 
to traveling abroad, owning a 
car (note Moscow’s traffic jams), 
consuming Western goods and 
seeing how the rest of the world 
lives. Let’s see how stoic they 
are today. Russia’s former Fi¬ 
nance Minister Alexei Kudrin was 
quoted by The Financial Times 
on Monday as saying, “There will 


be a fall in living standards. It will 
be painful. Protest activity will in¬ 
crease.” 

The Western sanctions on Putin’s 
banks, combined with the sud¬ 
den sharp drop in oil prices and 
capital flight also triggered by 
the sanctions, mean that Rus¬ 
sia has a dangerous gap be¬ 
tween the funds flowing into its 
economy and what it needs to 
send out to pay its debts and 
finance its imports. Putin can’t 
relieve the pressure without a 
lifting of Western sanctions. That 
would require him to reverse his 
seizure of Crimea and interven¬ 
tion in Ukraine. If Putin admits 
his Ukraine adventure was a 
mistake, he will look incredibly 
foolish and the long knives will 
be out for him in the Kremlin. If 
he doesn’t back down, Russians 
will pay a huge price. Either way, 
that system will be stressed with 
unpredictable spillovers on the 
global economy. Remember: 
Russia’s 1998 economic collapse 
- also triggered by low oil prices 
and the moratorium it declared 
on payments to foreign debt¬ 
ors - helped to sink the giant U.S. 
hedge fund Long-Term Capital 
Management, sparking a near 
meltdown on Wall Street. 

A prolonged drop in oil prices will 
impact Algeria, Iran and Arab 
Gulf states, where aging regimes 
have used high oil prices to in¬ 
crease government salaries to 
buy quiet from their people dur¬ 
ing the Arab Spring. Also, in an 
age when machines and soft¬ 
ware are ensuring that average 
is over for workers in developed 
countries, and everyone needs 
to be upgrading their skills, what 
happens to the developing 
Arab states and Iran, who have 
used oil money to mask their 
deficits in knowledge, education 
and women’s empowerment? 
Egypt’s military-led government 
is highly in need of Arab oil mon¬ 
ey to get through its crisis. A bit 
of good news: The Islamic State, 
which depends on oil smuggling, 
will fail at governing even faster 
than it already has. 

Meanwhile, Turkey’s increas¬ 
ingly tyrannical president, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, who has been 
arresting domestic opponents, 
is looking like “Vladimir Putin 
Jr.” Erdogan is a tragic figure 
because he did much to build 
Turkey’s economy into a power¬ 
house. But, today, according to 
The Financial Times, Turkey now 
“needs more than $200 billion of 
foreign financing a year, more 
than a quarter of gross domestic 
product, to maintain its current 
level of growth.” There will be 
less Arab and Russian oil money 
for that and, last week, with Er¬ 
dogan being criticized by the 
European Union (a big source of 
investment income) for arresting 
his opponents, the Turkish lira hit 
a low against the dollar. Watch 
that space. 

High oil prices covered many sins 
and fostered many sins. If they 
stay low again for long, a lot of 
leaders will have to pay retail for 
their crazy politics, not whole¬ 
sale. The political and geopoliti¬ 
cal fallouts will be varied - good 
and bad - but fallout aplenty 
there will beQ 
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The Pope, Beyonce and Me 
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FRANK BRUNI 
© 2014 New York Times 

There was a Christmas Eve a 
little more than a decade ago 
when I did something that was, 
for me, rare, at least on a holiday 
typically spent in full-party mode, 
with booze, food, family and 
friends. I went to church. 

No one had died. No one was 
getting married or baptized. This 
visit was entirely volitional - and, 
I told myself, ornamental, which 
was true to a point. 

The church, you see, was St. Pe¬ 
ter’s Basilica. I was The Times’ 
correspondent in Rome. And 
because I covered the Vatican, 
I had dibs on prime seats rela¬ 
tively close to the altar. Forgive 
the following mixture of profane 
and sacred, but you don’t have 
to be a Beyonce devotee to say 
a quick yes to free tickets in the 
front rows. You go for the pag¬ 
eant and the privilege. 

Pope John Paul II presided over 
the Mass, as best he could. 
He struggled to form coherent 
words, a man disintegrating be¬ 
fore the world’s eyes, month by 
painful month. Many of us in the 
press corps who kept tabs on him 
and trailed him - to Guatemala, 
to Croatia, to Poland - were es¬ 
sentially on a deathwatch. 

And some of us occasionally 
wondered if that vigil extend¬ 
ed beyond him, to the Roman 


Catholic Church itself, and if he 
were both man and metaphor. 
Especially in Western Europe and 
the United States, the church 
was sliding into a sort of obsoles¬ 
cence. 

It often resisted engagement 
with modernity. It denounced sin 
in the world while indulging it in 
the priesthood. And it spoke with 
a censoriousness that seemed 
antithetical to Christianity. 

After John Paul came Benedict; 
little changed. More and more of 
the Catholics I knew located their 
faith as far outside of the Vatican 
as they could. 

Now there’s Francis. And things 
are different. Not different 
enough, not by a long shot. The 
church remains wrong on wom¬ 
en and wrong on gays, and I’ve 
noted repeatedly the shameful 
discrepancy between Francis’ 
kind words and the unkind firings 
of lesbian and gay employees by 
Catholic institutions in the United 
States. 

But almost two years into his pa¬ 
pacy, it’s impossible to deny the 
revolutionary freshness of his pos¬ 
ture: humble, receptive, even 
casual. The pomp is gone and, 
with it, the air of thundering judg¬ 
ment. 

If the rules haven’t been rewrit¬ 
ten, they seem less like bludgeons 
than in the past. 

Francis doesn’t hold himself high, 
an autocrat with all the answers. 
He crouches to a level where 
questions can be asked, con¬ 
versations broached, disagree¬ 
ments articulated. 

He insists that other church lead¬ 
ers lower themselves as well, and 
used a traditional Christmas ad¬ 
dress on Monday not to chide 
the flock for its transgressions but 
to remind the shepherds of theirs. 
He accused some of the cardi¬ 
nals, bishops and priests in the 
upper echelons of the church 
bureaucracy of straying so for¬ 
getfully from their true mission 
and ministry that they were af¬ 
flicted with a kind of “spiritual Al¬ 
zheimer’s.” 


He said that they had fallen prey 
to the “pathology of power” and 
needed to beware the “terrorism 
of gossip.” All in all, the Vatican 
as described by Francis sounded 
like an Aaron Spelling drama, al¬ 
though with looser-fitting clothes, 
odder hats and lower Nielsen rat¬ 
ings. 

By taking the church out of the 
clouds, he’s putting it into the 
fray. All accounts of the recent 
rapprochement between the 
United States and Cuba cast 
Francis as a key player, and that’s 
more than a diplomatic victory. 
It’s an assertion of the church’s 
sustained relevance. 

He’s also putting the church 
within reach of those who would 
rather find a place for it in their 
lives than have to figure out a life 
without it. They are many. 

I’ve never been able to believe 
in one dogma, one institution, as 
a possible repository for all truth 
and as a compass trumping any 
other. And I’ve been troubled by 
the frequency with which indi¬ 
vidual religions divide rather than 
unite. The Catholic Church has 
certainly been guilty of this. 

But it has also done, and contin¬ 
ues to do, enormous good. Its sol¬ 
diers are present at almost every 
humanitarian crisis, their courage 
and caring inextricable from the 
best strands of the faith. 

That faith provides many pilgrims 
with a harbor they can’t find else¬ 
where. They look to it not neces¬ 
sarily for a precise code of con¬ 
duct but for a crucial inspiration 
to be less selfish, more charitable. 
It gives them a sorely needed 
peace, so long as they don’t feel 
shoved away. 

By not shoving, Francis is serving 
them well. By not shouting, he’s 
being heard. 

In St. Peter’s this Christmas Eve, 
he was on center stage. Except 
he wasn’t, in another sense, be¬ 
cause he’s redefined his role. 
If I had been in the pews once 
again, it wouldn’t have been 
to savor the spectacle. It would 
have been to see the man. □ 














TUESDAY 30 DECEMBER 


^ICOMICS 


Mutts 




Blondie 
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V MR.9.? 




I'M JUST STORING 
UP ENERGY BEFORE 
THE CRAZINESS 
STARTS, ELMO 



I HEAR YA, MR. 3./ TRICK-OR-TREATERS/' 
FINDING A DECENT TURKEY FOR 
THANKSGIVING/ PAVING OFF 

VEAR-END FIRINGS/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 10/28 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Goals; 

aspirations 
5 Narrow 
waterway 
10 Additionally 

14 Music’s Billy _ 

15 Money, slangily 

16 In_of; as a 

substitute for 

17 Out of town 

18 Any of Fagin’s 
boys 

20 _ away; fled 

21 Disguise 

22 “The Raven” 
and “Paul 
Revere’s Ride” 

23 In a very 
unfriendly way 

25 Acquire 

26 Hyundai model 
28 Fireplace shelf 

31 Uneasy feeling 

32 _ off; gets 
less angry 

34 Car fuel 

36 TKO declarers 

37 Group leader 

38 Carry 

39 Debtor’s note 

40 Outlaw _ Starr 

41 Mario Andretti 
or Jeff Gordon 

42 Show off 

44 Excellent 

45 Recline 

46 Gloss 

47 “This too _ 
pass” 

50 _ up; bound 

51 Afternoon hour 
54 Up until now 

57 Hold tightly 

58 Fighting force 

59 Did an 
electrician’s job 

60 Two cups 

61 Clutter 

62 Blackish wood 

63 Highest cards 

DOWN 

1 Slightly open 

2 Des Moines, _ 

3 Significant 

4 Devious 

5 Large antelope 


6 Clamorous 

7 Secure with a 
key 

8 BPOE member 

9 Fred Astaire’s 
dance form 

10 Author of “Little 
Women” 

11 Take a fancy to 

12 Appear 

13 Pitcher’s joys 

19 Removes the 

lid from 

21 Catcher’s glove 

24 Late singer 
Mama_ 

25 Powerful wind 

26 Calcutta dress 

27 _ these days; 
eventually 

28 Apple pie a la 

29 Conceited 

30 Procrastinator’s 
word 

32 Small religious 
group 

33 Extra virgin 
olive _ 


35 Kosovo native 

37 Actor Hackman 

38 Record 

40 Constructed 

41 Regretted 

43 Narrow streets 

44 Actress Ally_ 

46 Ambulance’s 

blaring device 


47 Con game 

48 In this place 

49 Upper limbs 

50 Spanish bull 

52 Chablis or rose 

53 _ for; selects 

55 Have debts 

56 White lie 

57 Transcript avg. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































CLASSIFIED !* 27 


TUESDAY 30 DECEMBER 2014 


Cuban 

dissidents 


Continued from Page 12 

Cuba's government has 
long narrowly defined 
the bounds of accept¬ 
able speech, accusing 
many dissidents of being 
as agents of the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment or right-wing ex¬ 
ile groups, and subjecting 
them to surveillance, tem¬ 
porary detention and ha¬ 
rassment. Advocates of a 
softer line usually receive 
less harsh treatment. 
Reform-minded Cubans 
have already begun test¬ 
ing the boundaries of free 
speech and association 
under the new relation¬ 
ship. Expatriate artist Ta¬ 
nia Bruguera returned to 
Cuba Friday to organize a 
pro-reform performance 
piece Tuesday in the Plaza 
of the Revolution, the sym- 


Time Share Resale's 

La Cabana BRC 

studio week #52 Room #422 B 

Pool/Ocean View 

Saturday check in Price:$7500 

More Info call: 

005999-518-2984 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 


Do you want to sell your 
Time-share in Aruba 
Let us just do it for you 
call:005999-518-2984 
lnfo(5)arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

30 Years Experience in the 
business 


T#DAY 


bolic center of the Cuban 
government. 

Bruguera was meeting 
with government officials 
Monday to request per¬ 
mission for the event. But 
Bruguera has said she will 
go ahead even without it, 
setting up a potential con¬ 
frontation between young 
backers of the event and 
government supporters 
who consider it an affront 
to revolutionary values. 
Pro-government bloggers 
have been attacking Bru¬ 
guera on blogs and Twitter 
since her arrival. Around 
midday Monday, Cuban 
cellphones received mys¬ 
terious messages from a 
Florida area code offer¬ 
ing cheap beer to those 
at the plaza around the 
time of Bruguera’s event, 
which will feature an open 
microphone for anyone 
wanting to discuss their 
complaints and aspira¬ 
tions for Cuba’s future. □ 
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Antique Shop&Open 
Rococo Plaza rd 4A 
Tank! Leendert 

Opening hours month DEC" 
Monday - Friday 9am -1 pm 
Wholesaler BuhblePlaslic 
Call for ink: Ph. 741-5*40 
CHRISM AS SALE 15% 
Always Open On 
appointment call Nancy 
Cellph 741-5640 



Time Share Resale’s 
La Cabana BRC 

Studio weekl #52 Room #422 B 
pool/ocean view 
Saturday check in Price $7,500 
call: 005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211216 

Time Share Resale’s 
Renaissance Suites 

1 bedroom week #51 Room 
#2542 Harbor Ocean View 
1 bedroom week #51 Room 
#2353 Ocean View 
Price $10,000 each 
call: 005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211216 


Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $ 16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $49k 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $ 14.500k 
3 BEDRM OV $17k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 and 
$7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 
property. 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conciergerealty.com 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE 

Week room price 
1+2 517 $19,000 

3 or 4 120 $7,000 

10 137 $9,000 

14 348 $11,500 

8 561 $9,000 

13 501 $9,000 

14 540 $5,000 

14 349 $11,000 

10 521 $8,500 

9 135 $9,000 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

211215 

DIVI PHOENIX-WK 52 
Beach front Villa/ $20K 

2 B&B, 3 rm balcony 
Rm 306/ 561-736-9873 

barnett.bernie@yahoo.com 

211028 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Brand new family house 
situated in Alto Vista/ Noord 
with 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
fully fenced, for US$202,000. 
Call Mito to 593-6318 
for more information 

211213 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Brand new family house 
situated in Seroe Pita / 
Paradera with ocean view with 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms for 
US$278,000, possibility for 
owner’s financing. 

Call Mito to 593-6318 
for more information 

211213 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Property land in Moko 
Residence of 600 m2 in an 
upscale and quiet area, only 
minutes from the beaches for 
$78,000 

Call Mito to 593-6318 
for more information 

211213 

Do you want to sell your 
Time-share in Aruba 

Let us just do it for you, 
call: 005999-518-2984 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

30 years experience in the 
business 

211216 


STSP 

Violence Against Women 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

rh 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Mungra 


EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 
FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 


41 

100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Sta. Anna Tel: 586-8181 
San Nicolas: Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

December 30 

\ > 

Silver Cloud 


Norwegian Pearl 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADArTeh _583-299_9_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 
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Call: 565-9535 


Denmark claims North Pole via Greenland ridge link 



This 2014 photo provided by NOAA shows the Arctic ice coverage. Earth's icy northern region lost more of its signature whiteness 
that reflects the sun's heat. Associated Press 


JAN M.OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Scientific data shows 
Greenland’s continental 
shelf is connected to a ridge 
beneath the Arctic Ocean, 
giving Danes a claim to the 
North Pole and any poten¬ 
tial energy resources be¬ 
neath it, Denmark's foreign 
minister said. 

Foreign Minister Martin Li- 
degaard said Denmark will 
deliver a claim on Monday 
to a United Nations panel in 
New York that will eventually 
decide control of the area, 
which Russia and Canada 
are also coveting. 

The five Arctic countries — 
the United States, Russia, 
Norway, Canada and Den¬ 
mark — all have areas sur¬ 
rounding the North Pole, but 
only Canada and Russia 
had indicated an interest in 
it before Denmark's claim. 
Lidegaard told the AP that 
the Arctic nations so far 
“have stuck to the rules of 
the game” and he hoped 
they would continue to do 
so. 

In 2008, the five pledged 


LOS OSOS, California (AP) 

— A man in his 50s surfing 
off the Central California 
coast survived an attack 
Sunday by a juvenile great 
white shark, state officials 
said. 

The man sustained minor 
injuries and was able to 
paddle himself to shore. 
Supervising State Park 
Ranger Robert Colligan 
said. The 11:30 a.m. attack 
happened at the Sand Spit 
Beach in Montana De Oro 
State Park just west of San 
Luis Obispo. 

The man who was surfing 


that control of the North 
Pole region would be de¬ 
cided in an orderly settle- 


with a friend was one of 
several people in the wa¬ 
ter, Colligan said. 

“From what eyewitnesses 
said, the shark came up 
from underneath and hit 
him," said Colligan, adding 
that witnesses described 
the shark as being 8 to 10 
feet (2.4 to 3 meters) long. 
The unidentified man who 
lives in the San Luis Obispo 
area was bitten on the 
right hip. A medic who 
happened to be visiting 
the beach on his day off 
treated the injury until more 
help arrived, Colligan said. 


ment in the framework of 
the United Nations, and 
possible overlapping claims 


The man was flown to a lo¬ 
cal hospital for treatment. 
The beach remained 
open, but signs will be post¬ 
ed for three days warning 
the public of the attack, 
Colligan said.. 

Sharks are native to the 
area, and Colligan said 
that they are spotted sev¬ 
eral times a year. He add¬ 
ed that attacks like this are 
rare. A woman swimming 
with seals was killed by a 
shark in 2003 about 10 miles 
(16 kilometers) south of the 
site of the most recent at¬ 
tack, Colligan said.Q 


would be dealt with bilater¬ 
ally. 

Interest in the Arctic is inten¬ 
sifying as global warming 
shrinks the polar ice, open¬ 
ing up possible resource de¬ 
velopment and new ship¬ 
ping lanes. 

The area is believed to hold 
an estimated 13 percent of 
the world’s undiscovered 
oil and 30 percent of its un¬ 
tapped gas. 

Lidegaard said he expects 
no quick decisions, with oth¬ 
er countries also sending in 
claims. 

“This is a historical milestone 
for Denmark and many oth¬ 
ers as the area has an im¬ 
pact on the lives of lot of 
people. After the U.N. panel 
had taken a decision based 
on scientific data, comes 
a political process," Lide¬ 
gaard told The Associated 
Press in an interview on Fri¬ 
day. “I expect this to take 
some time. An answer will 


come in a few decades.” 
Between 2007 and 2012, 
Danish scientists with col¬ 
leagues from Canada, Swe¬ 
den and Russia surveyed 
a 2,000-kilometer- (1,240- 
mile-) long underwater 
mountain range that runs 
north of Siberia concluding 
that Greenland, a sparsely 
populated huge island that 
is a semi-autonomous Dan¬ 
ish territory, is geologically 
attached to the ridge. 

That prompted Danes to 
claim the right to exploit 
an area of 895,000 square 
kilometers (345,600 square 
miles). 

“The Lomonosov ridge is 
the natural extension of 
the Greenland shelf,” "said 
Christian Marcussen, a se¬ 
nior geophysicist with the 
Geological Survey of Den¬ 
mark and Greenland. “Co¬ 
incidentally, the North Pole 
which is a tiny, tiny abstract 
spot lies in the area."Q 


Great white shark bites 
off Central California 
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How ‘The Interview’s’ VOD grosses could change the game 


LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sony 
appears to have a win-win 
with “The Interview.” Not 
only did the studio score a 
moral victory by releasing 
the film in the face of hack¬ 
er threats, the movie made 
at least $15 million from 
more than 2 million digital 
rentals and purchases in its 
first four days. 

On Friday, it seemed un¬ 
likely we’d ever know if the 
simultaneous — or “day 
and date" — strategy paid 
off. Now, it's tempting to 
suggest this may be the 
start of a brave new world 
of distribution. Add in the 
$2.8 million from “The Inter¬ 
view’s” limited theatrical 
release and things aren’t 
looking so bleak for the 
Seth Rogen-James Franco 
R-rated comedy. 

But the story is far from 
over and many are di¬ 
vided about its outcome. 
For some, “The Interview’s” 
video-on-demand reve¬ 
nue signals a revolution. 
“It’s a huge number and 
it’s one that is probably 
making the other studios 
salivate," said Jeff Bock, a 
senior box office analyst for 
Exhibitor Relations. “Now 
there is something to put 
on the bulletin board that 
says, ‘Yes, VOD is definitely 
a viable option.”’ 

But one might also post on 
the bulletin board that it’s 
standard industry practice 
not to release VOD fig¬ 
ures. That’s why the pub¬ 


lic only hears about them 
when they're good. For 
instance, 201 l's “Brides¬ 
maids," which had already 
been released theatrically, 
made $24 million from VOD 
in four months, allowing 
Universal to declare it the 
most popular VOD release 
of all fime. Buf how many 


VOD bombs have there 
been? 

Also, if Sony hadn't been 
hacked and this film wasn't 
pushed to the center of a 
national conversation, it 
could have easily made 
$20 million to $25 million on 
opening weekend — not 
unlike “Pineapple Express,” 
a similarly raunchy R-rated 
comedy starring Rogen 
and Franco. This would 


have come far closer to 
paying off “The Interview's” 
$40 million production bud¬ 
get and roughly $10 million 
marketing cost. 

Historically, the movies that 
have prospered with a si¬ 
multaneous theatrical and 
VOD release have been 
the ones with the smaller 


budgets, destined for art 
houses and independent 
theater chains. 

For example, J.C. Chan- 
dor's Wall Street thriller 
“Margin Call,” a $3.5 mil¬ 
lion movie that Lionsgate 
and Roadside Attractions 
acquired for $1 million, was 
released in theaters and on 
demand in the fall of 2011 
and picked up around $5.4 
million from theatrical and 


another $5 million from 
VOD. Magnolia, IFC and 
Radius-TWC have all had 
similar success sfories. 

On fhe other hand, the 
major studios haven’t had 
the option to even test 
day-and-date strategies 
because it would jeopar¬ 
dize the 90-day release 


window required by big 
exhibitor chains. In 2011, 
Universal tried to release 
their Ben Stiller comedy 
“Tower Heist” on VOD for 
$59.99 jusf fhree weeks af¬ 
ter its theatrical opening, 
but theater owners balked 
and chains like Cinemark 
threatened to cancel their 
showings. Universal ended 
up scrapping the plan. 
Sony, meanwhile, only 


started pursuing digital 
options after the major 
theater chains dropped 
the film following hacker 
threats to blow up theaters. 
In addition, many excep¬ 
tional conditions factored 
into “The Interview’s” first 
weekend. It became an 
unlikely event movie, and 
seeing “The Interview” was 
akin to asserting one’s free¬ 
dom of speech. That's buzz 
you can't buy. 

“We don’t want to be told 
what we can and can¬ 
not watch,” said Rentrak's 
senior media analyst Paul 
Dergarabedian. 

That also applies to under¬ 
age teen audiences, who 
were suddenly able to eas¬ 
ily and affordably access 
an R-rated movie. 

Bock thinks that even when 
the extraordinary, aware¬ 
ness-boosting events sur¬ 
rounding “The Interview" 
are taken into account, 
the film’s hybrid opening 
still has the potential to 
change everything, even if 
it takes years. 

“The truth is, the VOD oblit¬ 
erated the theatrical,” said 
Bock. “When you think 
about what the real future 
of distributing films is, it's 
got to be as easy as one 
click. If that's as quickly as 
you can get money from 
people, well, the studios 
are going to listen. It’s just 
economics.” 

Others, like Dergarabedi¬ 
an, believe the old model 
will prevail, but with VOD 
growth.Q 



This photo released by Sony - Columbia Pictures shows, James Franco, center left, as Dave, and 
Seth Rogen, center right, as Aaron, in Columbia Pictures’ “The Interview.” Associated Press 


Egypt: Biblical epic ‘Exodus’ banned over errors 


SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt on 
Sunday said it banned 
Ridley Scott’s biblical epic 
“Exodus: Gods & Kings” 
because the Hollywood 
blockbuster distorts Egypt’s 
history and presents a “rac¬ 
ist" image of Jews. 

The Culture Ministry ex¬ 
plained its decision for the 
first time in a statement is¬ 
sued a few days after the 
ban was announced. It 
said the film put forth a 
reading of Egypt’s history 
that is at odds with the 
story of Moses fold by fhe 
world’s monotheistic reli¬ 
gions. Egypt is a conserva¬ 


tive country with a Mus¬ 
lim majority and a sizable 
Christian minority. 

Censors objected to the 
“intentional gross historical 
fallacies that offend Egypt 
and its pharaonic ancient 
history in yet another at¬ 
tempt to Judaize Egyptian 
civilization, which confirms 
fhe infernational Zionist fin¬ 
gerprints all over the film,” 
the statement said. 

The ministry said the movie 
inaccurately depicts an¬ 
cient Egyptians as “savag¬ 
es” who kill and hang Jews, 
arguing that hanging did 
not exist in ancient Egypt. It 
said the film also presents a 
“racist” depiction of Jews 


as a people who mounted 
an armed rebellion. The 
ministry said religious scrip¬ 
tures present Jews as weak 
and oppressed. 

The statement also object¬ 
ed to the depiction of God 
as a child, which also drew 
crificism in fhe West. 

The ministry said it had con¬ 
vened two committees -- 
one of censors and one of 
archaeologists -- to review 
the film. The commiffee of 
archeologists agreed with 
the decision to ban the film 
because it showed “a false 
and wrong mental image 
of Egypt's history," the min¬ 
istry said. 

Artistic works dealing with 


religion are often banned 
in the Muslim world be¬ 
cause religious scholars 
argue that the depiction 
of prophets is unaccept¬ 
able. Such works are also 
often at odds with the Is¬ 
lamic portrayal of bibli¬ 
cal prophets, which itself 
offen diverges from their 
portrayal in Judaism and 
Christianity. According to 
Islam, for example, Jesus 
was not crucified, and the 
prophet Abraham was or¬ 
dered to sacrifice Ishmael, 
not Isaac. 

“Noah,” another Holly¬ 
wood biblical epic, was 
banned in Egypt and 
much of fhe Muslim world 


due to its depiction of 
prophets and fears it would 
offend viewers. Perceived 
insults to Islam have in the 
past sparked protests and 
deadly violence. Muslim 
countries have also cen¬ 
sored movies over graphic 
sex scenes and portray¬ 
als of homosexuality. The 
United Arab Emirates also 
decided to ban “Exodus: 
Gods & Kings.” Juma al- 
Leem, of the National Me¬ 
dia Council, told The As¬ 
sociated Press the movie 
contained historical and 
religious errors that are not 
in Islam or in the Bible. “We 
respect all religions, not just 
Islam," al-Leem said. □ 
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In this Dec. 3, 2014 file photo, actor Chris Rock attends the 
premiere of “Top Five” at the Ziegfeld Theatre in New York. 

Associated Press 


Chris Rock and wife 
Malaak Compton-Rock 
headed for divorce 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Comedian Chris Rock filed for di¬ 
vorce from his wife Malaak Compfon-Rock, a stafemenf 
from his represenfative confirmed Sunday. 

The stafemenf went on to specify that Rock and his family 
request privacy as they go through this process because 
it is a personal matter. 

Rock and philanthropist Malaak Compton-Rock had 
been married for 19 years and have two daughters, Lola 
Simone, 12, and Zahra Savannah, 10. □ 

Alicia Keys 
welcomes 
second child 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Alicia Keys gave birth to son Genesis 
Ali Dean early Saturday morning. It's baby number two 
for the Grammy-winner and husband, producer-rapper 
Swizz Beatz, who are also parents to 4-year-old Egypt 
Daoud. 

The 33-year-old singer shared the news on her Instagram 
account, Sunday, with a photo of Genesis's footprints. 
The image also details that the baby was born at 1:52 
a.m. and weighs 6 pounds, 5 ounces (2.86 kilograms). 
Keys expressed excitement in her social media captions, 
saying that “the joy of joy is joy” and that she is grateful.Q 



Actor Timothy Spall arrives for the London Film Festival premiere of Mr Turner at the Odeon West 
End in central London, Friday, Oct. 10, 2014. Associated Press 


How do you play a master painter? 
First: Learn to paint 


JOCELYN NOVECK 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Talk 
about suffering for your art. 
Achieving his acclaimed 
performance as the mas¬ 
terful British landscape 
painter J.M.W. Turner in 
“Mr. Turner” took so much 
out of Timothy Spall, the 
veteran actor found him¬ 
self kneeling down at the 
artist’s tomb in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral when it was all 
over — and crying. 

“I just knelt down, had a bit 
of a weep, and wiped it off 
on my elbow," the 57-year- 
old actor says. "It was quite 
a journey, you know." 

A journey indeed. Working 
with the famously exact¬ 
ing director Mike Leigh, as 
he has a number of times. 
Spall was tasked with what 
he calls detective work, 
delving deep into Turner’s 
art to ferret out Turner the 
man. The artist died in 1851 
— “pre-psychoanalysis,” 
Spall notes. “And he never 
really explained himself. He 
didn’t want anybody to re¬ 
ally know what he was up 
to.” 

This meant that Spall, aside 
from reading everything 
he could get his hands on, 
had to learn to paint him¬ 
self. 

“Mike said, 'Are you up 
for it? And I said, ‘All right, 
if this is what it's gonna 
take,” Spall recalls. "And 
we just went and looked at 
these paintings, and I kept 


saying, ‘What IS that?’ And 
I realized my job was to 
look at this massive explo¬ 
sion of genius and implode 
it all back in, right back to 
where it started." 

So Spall studied — still life, 
real life, drawing in all its 
forms, even Greek and Ro¬ 
man architecture. “I even 
started reading about 
Goethe's theory of light,” 
he says. 

Often, films about famous 
artists have portrayed them 
as rarified geniuses. “Mr. 
Turner” is different — the 
movie, which has earned 
raves for both Leigh and 
Spall, depicts an unassum¬ 
ing son of a barber who 
simply worked and worked, 
all the time. Indeed, Turner 
produced a staggering 
20,000 works on paper, and 
more than 300 oil paintings. 
“How did he do that? Well, 
he just never stopped,” 
Leigh says. “He was just at 
it all the time. I mean it's 
a phenomenal amount of 
stuff. This is a guy who just 
does it, and what he does 
is extraordinary. And HOW 
he does it remains a mys¬ 
tery.” 

The film was somewhat of a 
departure for Leigh, one of 
Britain's most admired di¬ 
rectors, who is known most¬ 
ly for gritty contemporary 
films about working-class 
characters. But he says that 
once he made the 1999 
“Topsy-Turvy” about Gilbert 
and Sullivan, he realized 


he was “over the idea that 
I was only ever going to 
make contemporary films.” 
"I started to look into Turner 
having known the paint¬ 
ings, “ the director says, 
“and once I started to in¬ 
vestigate Turner the char¬ 
acter, I thought, this world 
is absolutely meant to be 
dramatized.” Turner was a 
man, for example, who had 
himself tied to the mast of a 
ship during a huge storm, in 
order to better understand 
the force of nature at sea 
— a scene recreated in 
"Mr. Turner.” 

Spall and Leigh formu¬ 
lated the character over 
two years of study, and six 
months of rehearsal. Oh, 
and three trips by Spall to 
Turner's grave. 

“First, when Mike asked me 
(to do the film), I went down 
there and pretended to tie 
my shoes, knelt by his grave 
and just had a quick word. 
I said, ‘Look, for what I’m 
about to do, please forgive 
me! And help me if you 
can."' 

A second trip came half¬ 
way through filming. “I 
went back and said, ‘Look, 
I don’t know if this is go¬ 
ing the way you'd like!' 
Again pretending to tie my 
shoes.” 

The third trip came when 
he’d finished the film. This 
was when he wept. “This 
time I didn't even bother to 
pretend to tie my shoes,” 
he says.Q 
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